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- condition ſoever, I did it out of the fear of my 


* 1 muſ confeſs, the aw ſenſe of the grecs 
arge 


Un, 


To the Rader, Is 


Fe Title-Page prefixed totbis Diſcourſe, intþ+ 

mateth tbe Time aud Occaſion of its delivery, 

I kad no cauſe to (wor did 1) exp::t, that it woul, 

fa!! uw mylot 70 ſpeaks before the choice was made; If 1 

bal, I wouil bee ujed means to prevent thay wouble 

from coming upon my ſelf or othery, But it may be, God 

did it to vr0042 me and ſee whether I would jleaſe men ov > if 

Chriſt, And [ bope I may (in ſome meaſure) ſay after 

the Apoftle, We are bold inour God to ſpeak, Our 

Exhortation was hot of deceit, but even ſowe 

not as pleaſing met but God, which tryeth our Tn 

hearts, For neither at any time uſed we i | 

words, nor of men ſought we glory, The great 

Acformer in Scotland, wben upon bis Death-bed, could 

ſzy with comfort, That I did forbear none of un 
70d, : $A 

who hath placed me in the funtion of his Miniftryg”.+* 7 

and 1 know will bring me to an account, - even SEE, 


'... 


k 


which the Lord put imo my bands 10 diſc | 
ſcience,in b-ing witneſs to bis Name ani Truth, & of 
account which 1 certainly know 1 muſt give to _— 4 
ze to ſpeak as 1 did; and to avoid more comroverſal Diſ= »_* 
courſes,Thert us indeed one par: iculer mſefted on,which is 4 
r2w become 4 matter of ſcrufie I difftaſf to ſome - 
us, vi2,that which concerns the Magittrates power in 5 
matters of Religion. But as it was by me eicbey intene 

ded or expreſſed, I know not to this why any ons ® : 
ſhould be offended at it, Imay bettgr ſpeak.in this caxſe ' 

then /orae otbers, as baving my ſelf bad experience 

& is to heve Conſcience impoſed ong and therefore wonld 

be loth thar 2ny truly cob{cientions ſhould be burdened; and 

it is ſuffciently known that I bave a greater latizude & ___ 4 
indulgence in th: oo Toleration, then many _— . % 
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To the Readev 


tben my jeif bove, vpratage judge it mo# unrea- 
ſenable that pretended liberty of Conſcience, ſron!d be an 
Aſylum for the profencft errors to t2ke Sanctuary in; as 
though men muſt therefore bave liberty to Profane S$b- 
batbs or Sacraments, or ſet up ax Altar apain/# the 
Lords Altar, and their Threſtold by bis' Threſt01d, and 
their Poſts by bus Pofts, when and where they pleaſe. 1t 
Cn x0t be, but the Lord will be provoked by ſuch things; 
efpecialy in New-England, nhere men are not under 
ſuch Temptations t0 forſake their aſſombling 1bemſehces 
09) in ſomeorber places : and where zeal on the 
etber baud bath been notorious, ſo that ſuch Lukewarm- 
neſs will in 2 people, circumfanced is we arc, be an 6- 
. vidence of Apoſtacy, 
'  T remember ] had once tbe happineſs tobe acquainted 


. with an emincut Dicine in an other part of the world, 


wbo baving an opportunity to give bu Teftimony againſt 
4 prevdiling evil,which the greateſt tm that nation were 
a that time too far carried away with, in bus Sermon had 
this Exprefion, What I have to ſay, if it were in a 


, Church full of Kings 1 would ſpeak it,Such « ſpirit / 


belleve doth beceme an Ambaſ ador 7 Gbrift, when de- 
Iivering the ?efſage of his Maſter Jeſus, ſhall there- 
fore ed no more at preſent,, only conclude, that if what 
is bere expreſſed be buz my own words or thoughts, its no 
great marter what's ſaid, but if it be (2s [ am perſwade.l 
it w) the Word ard Mind of Chriſt, then that Tod whoſe 
1 am, and deſfors to ſerve, and in whoſe Name 1 have [p0- 


4-1, will ſurely confirm bus word. 


Boſton, 22, Gar of the 2, WIED 2 
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1 Chron, 28. 9. a 
But if thou forſake him he will caſt thee off for tver- 


S there is a pecubar Excellency in all 
the Books of Scripture, becoming the 
Majeſty of their Author; ſo it isinfſpe- 
cial maner true with reſpe& nnto this 
ſacred Book of Chronicles ; which 1s 


[4] not the ſame with thoſe 2 
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cles we ſometimes read of in the K ings, 
Civil Records, but theſe wholly ofa divine Inſp 
containing the Hiſtory of nolefs then three thou 
& five hundred years; even from the firftman AG: 

unto the Jews Return from the Babylogiſh Ca 


pfixi- 


& many years after that alfo. The Hebrews pps; * 


it, : or at leaſt ſome part of it) to be the laſt Bogk' of 


Scripture that was written, and therefore they are . 


wont tv place it laſt in their Bibles,as the condludidg 


Book of the ol d-Teſtament, The Greeks entitle't, 


[ ton paraleipomenon Biblion, ] Recaufe divers 
moſt worthy of eternal Commemoration, arerela- 
ted in theſe Bouks which are no where eſe to be 


c: r46&d&, and" yet are'no where elſe" ſeen (at led? 
vitenot in thatample manner) but in this Chapt, 
Ad iEwat'in a very G!2t.n Aﬀembly that theſe 
words were Tpoken ; Inteel in a general Aﬀ-mbis, 


a **\enall the Lord; people, both as tocivil and Fc- 


cl-faſticalorder were cone together, for the ef a- 
" D'2 bliſh m»* 
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forng, . . S6.ih this Chapter, we have DaviE Toltfhur-” 
ding Exhoftation. Wor:ls which deſerve to he re- > 
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bliſhment of another Ruler amongſt them, accor- 
dingly David doth here direQ his Exhoctation, firi} 
to the Repreſentatives of the People, ver,1, Ard 
wy embled all the Princes of Iſrael, the Princes of 
T, 


s, end th: Captains of the Companies unto 
» Tc. Hence they are ſaid to be all Iſracl, 
ver.8. I the ſizbs of all 1jrael, h,e, the Heads and 
Repreſentatives of a'l lirael, and therefore are ſaid 
to be the Congregation of the Zord, Often in the 
Scripture by tbe Congregation, the Heads and Rulers 
ofthe Congregation are meant. Now the Exhor- 
tation unto them is, that they would keep and /ceb 
«ll the Commandments of the Lord,h.e, that they waulu 
obſerve what they did know, and ſeek to know 
more of 4 mind of _ ror pony h- 
urgeth this, is, uſet or romiſed the 
gogd re Bo Argo it was upon thac candition 
of their keeping his Commandments, therefore ic 
did highly concern them, to be careful about that 
matter, 2dh, he direQs his Exhortation to him that I 
wa$:0be eltabliſhed as chief Ruler, ſcil. to his Scn 
Solamon, whom God appointed to ſucceed his Fa- 
ther in the Government, Now fincerity was the 
main thing which David his Father did exhort him 
unto, in the beginning of this Verſe, And thou S0- 
__— Son thou the God of thy Father, avd +++ 
bim with « perfeR beart, and with « willing mi 
« is further urged from three mctives, 1, « * 
: conſideration of the divine Omniſciency, ' © t- 
bord ſearcheth all bearts, and underflanderb cf bs + 
ginations of the thoughts, 2413, From the þ 31 » 
good, which would follow upon ſeeking to '= { 
If thou ſeek btm be will be fourd of thee, 4, = 91 © 
evil that is inforſaking him ; In the word ++: 
fore us ; which though they were (| , > \ 
- men, jet were they of oral concern: 


v:/1n7 Gentration, "Y 
ott.crs being Circumftanced a» he was, 6. e. that 
were of the younger, Riſing, ſucceeding Genzrati- 
on, being alſo the Children and poſterity of godby 
Parents, Fſpecially, the words did and doconcern 
thoſe that are the Pofterity of Dail , that is to ſay, 
of ſach as have been emineht Servants of Godin. 
their Generation, The DoQrine which would 
therefore (by the help of Chriſt) infſt Con- | 
ceiving that it may not be altogether unſuitable for 
this great Audience, is this, Dottr, + 
That if they thatare the Children ard Poft-rity of Gods 


eminent Servants ſhall forſake the Lord, be will caft the + . 
offfor ever, In the do&trinal handling of this Trath, 5 
there are four things which may be briefly enquired ”-- 


into, 1. When men eſpecially the Children of Gods © 
Servants, may be ſaid to forſa ke him? 2, What is 
implyed, in this caſting off for ever? 3, Whatfor- 
ſaking of God that is, which will be attended, with 
ſich caſting of, 4, The Reaſon'of this dread- 
ful procedure of the molt High towards the Poſteri- 


' ty ofhis People. 


Queſt. 1, When may men b: (41d to forſabe the Lord? 

Anſw, 1, When they depart from the bleſſed Truths. 
of God, then may they be ſ2id to forſabe bim, Hence , 
the Apoſile chargeth it upon the Apoſtatizing Gata- . 
tians, that they were removed from bim that called © ,, 
them, Gal.1.6, b.c. they had forſaken God himſelf, _ * 
becauſe they had corrupted aid forſaken the great 
Truths of the Goſpel, All Truth is from God,there- 
fore he is ſtyled, the God of Truth, DeMt.32.4, Yea; 
Feath ig ſelf, 1 Joh,<,5. And Truth is faid to be his 4 
\ and, Chriſt ſaid to his faithful ones in the Church  , 

nus, thou boid:ft faff my Name, Rev.2.13. 
E Trorhs of Chriſt were-much oppoſed by th#1n - 
ie andby the Hereticks of thoſe dayes,only ſome 
d faithfully adhere thrronnto qe) theſe are yo fa 
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hold fat t:13 Name, So then to forſake the Truth 
js to forſake the Lords Name. Eſpecially when 
there is Apoſtacy trom great-Fougdation Truthsin } 
Religion, the Lord is forſaken, Albzit every Truth 
hath the Name of God ſtamped upon it, yet there 
” are 5 Vos which have mor- of his Name on 


th-m others have, that the 1 owni:g of them 
35 abſ0oMe1;y to r-ject the Lord, namely tundamen- 
tal Truths, which ind-ed are rut man” nor hard tg 
be known, Moreover, when thote T7::ths are Giſ- 
- owned by Children, which their Fathers were emi- 
- hently engaged in the profeihon of, (tho:gh they 
- Hhonld not be fundamental in their natures ) ſuch 
> Children may be ſaid to forſake tie Lord, 
-. 2. When men deify any oth:r 05jet beſiles the Lord ; 
Theythat ſet up other things in Gods ſtead, in theig 
ſo doing forſake the Lord, ſo it is when men give” 
religious worſhip to any other befides him, who a- 
lone ought to be f-ared, Thus the Children of Ifra- 
 e] becanſe they did worthip Baa! and! Aſinarorh , 
] Corn. h. e, the [b] Sus and 31con, (for thoſe were the 
' Lepide frit Creatures that the Gentiles Idolized, and the 
'locum Syrfans called the Sun, Baa! ; and the Moon Aſhta- 
Then de reth) they are therefore charged with forſaking 
6 Syls d, Judg.2.12,12. Idoiatry is the greateſt Apo-. 
odd, y in the world, Such are by way of eminenc 
9.5.* fyled forſakers of God, Dout.32.15. He forles Gee, 
meaning that they did Apotatize to Idolatrygfhen 
fore in ter.16git is added that rbey provokes 
Feaiomufe: with their ſtrange Gods, that is tok 
. ReW Cods or Idols, for new tningsare Rrangl 
17. They ſacrificed to new Gods which came newly: 
whom their Fatbers feared not, And this is ti 
*cnly with reſpeft unto that more grols Idalatr 
when men ſhall avow the Service of Idols, bur alt. 
* cencerning ſecret, ſpiritual,*heart Idolatry, eve5 
4 | worldline**. 


Rifiug Generations 41 
worldlineſs, Metb.$.24, Ye cannot ſerve borb God and 
Mammon, The Scrvants of Mammon, b.e. of the 
wor'd, are forfak-rs of God, when men pour out 
the itrength of r:cir aFettions upon worldly Ob- 
jects, or place their chick delight and confidence ia 
theſe tiings,ic argueth an heart departurefrom the 
Lord, Fer.17.5. It Fathers hace ſought Chriſt, and 
th= things of Chrilt in tbe tir!t place, and their Chil» 
| dren ſhall come after them, and eſpouſe a worldly 
| Inter-it, it is a woful Go4-forſaking., v 
3. There 15 4 forſakirg God, in reſpeR of bu boly Iu= 
ftitutioxs, Rence a people that are without' Ordie 
Nances, are ſaid to be without God, 2 Chron.15+3- , 
it is there mentioned, that Iſrael bad for a long ſeaſon 
been without the true God, becauſe they had been 
without the Miniſtry, and without Qrdinatces., 
thoſe bz gut dily obſerved the Lord is forſaken, 
Izi.S5,11, But ye are the y that forlate tbe Lord, end 
forges my boly 3.7ountain, ſo that to taygef the boly 
Mountain, b, e, the negle& of divine worſhip and 
Ordinances, is. a forſaking of the Lord, Look as 
- .when the Lord doth deprive a people of his Ordi- 
nances, he is ſaid to forſake them, Fer.22.32, Iwill 
ec2n for/ake you ſaichtbe Lord; the meaning is (faith * 
Caitis) you ſhall no more have Minittry and Ordis * 
ances, amongſt ye, ſo when they are willing ts be 
deprived thereof, they may be {aid toforſake him, 
Judg. 10. 6. they jor/20k the Lord, and ſerved bim ug. 
Not to regard the {eri ice of God 1s to forſake him, 
Far in. Ordinances .we have to doe with God, 
b£.4.13, i2 hearing the word, in Prayer,in Sabe. '* 
in Sacraments, we have to doe with Gou, Or 
if fhE holy Orcinances be corrupted, then the Lord, 7? 
kfefaken, And ſoir is when men will be adding” » 4 
.[*{rinventions to Gods intitutions, Pfal, 106.39, * 
1"'» 5 were they defiled with tþ:ir excu works, an went 
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4 whorieg with their own inventions, When 5:1 to1- 

Tow their own inventions they goe a whoring trom 

the Lord, of this nature were the high Places of old 

2 Chron. 33.17. Th: People did ſacrifice in the bigh 

| places, yes r8 th: Zord their God only, Thoſe high 

x Engl. Places were lawfull to worſhip God in, until the 

not. 0# Temple was built, but after that it was a breach of 

an, 6. the ſecond Commandment to place any Religion ia 

b them, and therefore in ſome degree a departure 

From the Lord, If Fathers have prized Ordinances 

: abore the workd, and endeavoured to uphold them 

in their power and purity, but their Children after 

them => wg whether they enjoy the Or- 

dinances of Chriſt or no, or if they doe, ſhall not 

be carefull and ſtudious to keep them pure, accor- 

ding to Scripture Rule, they fall /under this dread- 
ful} chaiFe of Apoſtacy from God, 

4+ is a forſahing of God in reſpe# of Conver- 

- ſation, Thereare that by works doe deny God, Tit. 

+ 1.16, An hotytheavenly Converſation is expreſſed in 

the Scripture, by that of walking with God, Gen. 5, 

24- & 6.9, Therefore an evi ll converſation is a de- 

partur® from God. It is called a forſaking the Law 

ofthe Lord, Jer.g, 13. By a corrupt converſation 

men deviate from the Law, and are ſuch Apoſtates 

as the Text ſpeaketh of. In this reſpe& thoſe wick- 

ed men, whoſe foundation was deitroyed with the 

£-0d, (as Eliphaz ſpeaketh) even the of the 

'« oj world were Apoſtates from God, We doe not. 

read of (nor doe I believe that there was) any Idv- 

latry in the old world, but they were over run witl 

* Atheiſm, Pride, Senſuality, Vacteaneſs, Opprefſ. 

o2, and the like ſcandalous Enormityes, And the 

po'tacy of the Children of Iſrae!, did confilt partly 

* * inchis, 23 we fee in that woſull inſtance of the Ben- 

jamuites, tneegreatoſt part of whom the Lord any 
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fr ever, Yea and the Antichritian Apoſacy pre- 
Jlicted in the New Teftamagt, doth confitt partly in 
this: We know that the Anti-Chriſtian Generation 
(Papi!ts I mean) are generally not only (as all of 
them are) horribly ſuperttit ious and idolatrous, but 
of mo{t profane and dehauched Conſciences and colle 
rerſations; in the Book of the Revelations we read 
of their murthers, Sorceryes, Fornications, Thefts, 
Rev ..g.21, If then the Children of the Covenant 
ſhall not walk worthy of God, but in the wayes of 
Prid*, 5enſuality, Varizhteouſneſs; If when Fa- 
thers have been of an holy, exemplary converſation 
their Children ſhall be unholy and profane, they are 
forſakers of God, concerning whom he hath threat- 
ned, tocaſt them off for erer. 
5. Whenthe fearof Golis wanting in thabezrts of 
ſuch as are abou? others baund to fexr and ſerve bim, they 
are forſakers of the Lord. For there is an inward 


heart departure from God, as well which is 
outward and vifible : So it is when isno faith®. 


- _ of God in wapd none RES T the bead 
te e be im of you an evill heart wy 
in departing from yu living Ged, A in U 

heart is the root of all Apoſtacy, If the Children 
of godly Parents ſhall not endeavour” truly to. fear 
and ſerve the Lord Goll of their Fathers, they are 
ſuch as do forſake him, vea and ſach ashe will caſt 


off for ever, And therefore in this Context David ._.. 


did intimate nnto his Son Solomon, that :if he vid 
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not ſerve the Lord c:en with a perfeR heart, he -».. 


ſhould be caſt of for ever. 


We proce: therefore tothe ſecond Mveſtion.vlz. | 


Qpelt, What is implied in thi c2ff in 7 07 for ever ? 


5 Anſw.1, It impheth a charge as :9 dicine Digewh gy 


ious, In the Scripture, when the Lord threa 
0 caltoff bis people, that is intended, viz, thathe 
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3 
wol}u make 1n alterationas to thetgnor of !;15 01 - 
pen'ations towards they : here it isſet in oppol:t- 
co finding God, If thou ſeek him, he will be fynr,d of 
thee, bur if thou forſake him he will cait thee oF: 
Now finding God doth imply the eriovment of Þ:5 
favour, and therefore in Caftirg off 15 implyed th: 
deprivement ofthe Lords favourable 'preſence, It 
1s indeed molt true, that the ſpecial favour of God i3 
unchangeable, Rom, 5. 2. This Grace wher-in we 
Band. He that hath once acces into the ſpecial 
grace and favour of God flands and abideth therein 
for ever, in reſpe2 of thatthere is no caſting of for 
ever; Inthe Covenant of grace the Lord hath pro- 
miſed ſaying, / wil not caſt off the Seed of 1.rael for all 
#at they bave done, Jer.2 1.37.But then there is com- 
mon favour, in reſpec of outward bl. ings, which 
are the effe&ts of common love,& that way utterly 
ceaſe, Hol,9.15.1 will love them no more.l have loved 
them, \ſaichthe Lord) b. ce, beſtowed outward mer- 
Cyes on them, but I will do ſo no more, Tiey ſha!] 
hare ao more ſuch dayes of peac?, n9 more {ich 
Plenty, no more ſuch means of {572ce av oncyti.oy 
did enjov, Thus of a friend t! e Lor! may tiirnty 
be an Enemy, Iſai,53.15. But the; rcb2lird ard vex- 
ed bis koly Spit : therefore he 45 ttirned to be their 
Fnemy, and be fought 2gzirſt th-ym, \Whillt a Cure- 
nant people,carry it ſoas not to break Covenant! e 

+ Lord blefſeth them viſibir, bnt if the! degenerate 
, © "thenbleffingsare remor-24, ad woful Julzemen's 
ceme in their room, & that's implred inthis caitzzg 
- , OF which the Text ſpeaketh of, ſci}, that mercres 
ſhall he taken away, as it was ſaid of Saul that when, 
Grd eat tim oFhe took away his mercy from him, 
2 1 Chron,179,12, hecauſe he was deprived of that 
Preat ourward hlefling and dignity which once le 
d:2 enjoy, And the ſealing of contrary miſeryesto 

Gu* * * 4 ITY 


L__ FY 
v5 - Saw 


s * 


w? 


fb 


V—Y 
CT 


adi. At... 0 23808 = SE XX EE = 


wv he. ll. HS. 4 mm Rs Yy 


e Xifng Gemratica. 
fl.oſe mercyes ; Sat inſtead of peace there ſhall be 
Wars, initea#df plenty poverty, inſtead of health 
terrible ficknzfles, inſtcad of planting, plucking up 
and deftrocing, theſe things are implyed in this 
catting of, thas Pſal,$g.38. But thou haft caft off "- 


= 


abborred ; thou baft becn wroth with thine anointed, 


42 


conceive the Pſalmilt in thoſe words hath [eJreſpeRt [c] Foor 


to the ſad change of Providence which befel the 
Lords Pcople in Reboboamstime, for the Pſalm 
was written by Ethan, who was contemporary with 
Solomon, and probably lived to ſee the woful chan- 
ges which hapn=d five years after Solomons death, 
when the Land was invaded and forely waſted by 
Heathen Enemies, and ſome (ti:ough not all) ot th 
wrath of God poured ont upon his people, and up- 
on the ApoYatiz.d Children of David, ſirong holds 
were brought to ruine, and they did not itand in 
the dzv of Battel as in former times they haddone, 
row t'::ſe tzmporal Judgements are called a caffing 
off. 2. It doth imply  diſcocenantingandunchiurch- 
i2z7, It the Children of godly Fathers ſha!l fori2xe 
the I.cr1 he will cat them of, þ. e. it willatlait 
co7s to this that the Lord will difowa them; and 
excommuricatettem, and fay they are none of tis, 
for althungh tl.ers is no falling from a Gate of faving 
grace, yet they that have only a viſible intereſt 1.1 
Ged may fall from that Eſtate, wht they bave ſhall be 
12h:n fromtbem, They that are internally and fin- 
cer: .n Covenant with God hall never loke theip 
intereft inthe Covenant, for the'; are berrorhed wnro 
the L941 forever, He,2.19, But they that ar? Cx- 


ternally in Covenant, may ceaſe to he the Lords vi- * * 


file neaple ; Thus, it came ro paſs concerning the 
ten. Tribes, Hence the Lord ſeaketh, 25 Jcr.3.3e 
Pack fdirg Iſrael committed Adici:orv, and 1 bad yes 
* a4; 24 giots ber a Bill of di.erce, io thatthe 
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marriag2 Covenant, which was b:tween the Lad 
& them was diſſolved, thisis confir.ned by the P:0- 
phet Hoſea, Chap.2.2. where the Lord taith plcad 
with your marber, plead for ſbe is not my wife, n2itber am 
Iber busbaxd , ſo in Chap.1. ver.g, Call bu Nam: 
Lo-immi, fer they are rot my yeople, and 1 will nos be 
your God, therefore alſu the Lord by the Propnct 
Fzekiel calls rlie ten Tribes by th= name of Abe1ah, 
The two Tribes the one, were then called by the 
name of Abo/ibab, which fignifieth my Text, becaute 
as yet God bad not rejected them, But the ten 
Tribes are called 4bs/ah, which ſtgnifieth 4 Terr, as 
if the Lord had ſaid they are none of mine, now 1 
have done with them and utterly rejected them, 
Ezrh.23.4. Afterwards the Jews aiſo were diſcore- 
nanted and unchurched, The Prophet Zachariah 
| had foretold that upon their unhb<livf, in rej2Cting 
= Chriſt the ouly rrac Meti:as, 1t thuuid be lo | 
tek my flaff Beauty, and o11i it 2urder , that 1 might 
breats mz Covenant which 1 male 1vich ail the People, 
Zacb.1i.-io. And Pail rels us tl.at fad Prediction 
was ful:tiled, therefore Rom.11,12. hc ſpeaketh of 
Th: Fall of the Jews, meaning, tl:at they were tall--n 
from their vifble Church ettate to be in the tame 
condition which the Gentile world was in beforcrhc 
coming ot Chriſt, ſo that they were tailen from he2- 
ven toearth; andint, 20,22, he ipeaketh of the! 
]v.Ar being b:oken off and cut off, hc, cut off from tl:e vi- 
s0m of fible Church, The Apottle [4] in tiiat Chapter dot} 
{4x5 . compare covenanting Abrahara to a Root, and the 
#1. \ifible Church to an Olive tree, of wich there are 
two forts of branches, 1, Natura!, viz. the ſewith 
' Church, 2, Ingrafed, i.e. the Churc!i among the 
*  Gentil-s, Now the natural branches were brokun 
oF : and therefore in the New Teffarient they are 
d:ilarcd to be ngne of the Lords props, Rey 
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Riſing Generation. 
T i-21 Pall cheinſeturs Fews, but are 111 10, but are of the 
$3n.2g0gue of Saran, They ſay they are Jews, d.c, 
t:icy boaſt of their being the Lords People, bur 
in truth they are not lo ( ſaith Chriſt ) they 
glory in the name of a Syegogue, bnt now 


are not Gods Synagogue , bur Satans, And in 


thele dayes of the New-Teſtamentthe Lord hath 
diſowned, & un-Churched theſe and tl'ole hat once 
were his People, Rev.2.5. 1 will removerbe Candle- 
frick out of bus place. That Threatning is not only ful- 
&lled on Epheſus, but on all the Churches in Aſia ; 
there have been in former Ages bright and glorious 
Candleſticks in that part of the world, but they are 
tong fince all broken to pieces, The Romiſh Aati- 
ctriſtian Tdolatrv, hath prevailed ſo far among 
C}:riftians for above theſe thouſand years, that they 
that are overrun therewith,Chrilt doth declare them 
to hclooked upon, as Gentiles, as Heathens, an 


a7 


tt-2t 1hey are nof to be looked vponas withinthe * 


T<mple, 6: as indeed appertaining to the viſible 
Church, R<v.11.2. And this difowning and un- 
eurching a people is called aCaſting them off, 3.The 


expreſſion here doth imply everlafimg re jettion tmmthe - 


8: ker world, The Hebrew Phrale [ ja2117 chaks lagnadJ 
Arias Mcrtarus tranflateth exc crabitur te mm atermum, 
ii trou forfake him, he will make thee an eternal 
excecration, Thorgh it be a deeptruth, that the 
jin- of cleftion { +] coth for the moſt gart gun 
trough the leintuſpudly parents, vet not only fo, 
t6r men may be Cece i-d trom godly Parents and 
P:egenitors, 21d ret wethe fubeds of eternal Re- 
prcbation avd Damnation, Vath.$.12, The Chi;- 
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frecec 
Seruy 
P25, 


drer of tk: Kivgiom-ſ at! le caff cut imo outer davbneſs, - 


Were:d of cax that cout! call #fyabam his Father, 
and gnto whom Abrabam taid fo» remember that 
inthy le time thov hadllt! voocy (huge, that ne- 
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verthelefs when he dyed, went to the place of Tor- 
ment, If ſuch Children forſake the Lord, it is nut 
the prayers nor tears of godly Fathers chat will face 
them; Nay, theſe will be an infinite aggravation of 
their miſ-ry. The t-ars of a gol; Father, if hi; 
Children forſake the Lord, will inake the fiames of | 
Eternal Fire burn the more fiercely upon their Soil; 
for ever, Therefore w2ll mig'1t Da. is ſay to his 
Son Solomon, If tbou for/ake the Z ord, be wil! caft thee 
off for ever. | 
We com? in the next plac2 to <nquire, what for- 
JSebing of God that 5s, that will be attcuded with thys ca- 
| firg off ? 
a + A In two words, 1, thi mft be underſtor 
coucerchtg deey departures from God, and from his 
. bleſſed es, Hoſ.g.9. They bave deeply corrupted 
themſelves ore be will viſit th:ir ſins, The Lord 
& the God of patience, and of all grace, and thence 
is very flow inrejeCting utterly a people, (or their 
Poſterity) whom he hath once taken into Corenant 
with himſelf; Hence it is not leſſer departures,but 
gh and great offences againft tie Lord, that pro- 
yokes him to eaſt off his People, e. g. Wdolatrry is a fin 
that cauſeth the rejefion which the Text ſpeaks of. 
Yea, it is true with reference unto that Idolatry 
which is againſt the ſecond Commandment, When 
the Children of Iſrael] committed that Idolatry re- 
* fpefting the Calf in the Wilderneſs, they finned a- 
gainſt the ſecond Commandment, four tluy worl.1 
werſhip the Lord ſtill, only they would do it id ſuct. 
a ay, and by ſuch means 2% Gud rever appurated, 
and they vere in great Canger of heiag, cat sf fo. 
this fin, Hence the Lore aut to Moſes, ry Peop!. 
bave corrupted themſelves, Ex09.32.7. The Lord det: 
not ſay my People, as he was wont to dogbut Thy Pec- 
ÞP1*, 25 ifit were ſaid ; Now tirey haye violated my 
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Co-:-nant,. and d=(erve that I ſhould for ever diſorn 
ad rej<& tiein. Th: Aftan Churches have ben 
cat of for this fin eſpzciaily ; we may read the fin 
of. thoſe Churches written in dreadtul Characters, ' 
upon the Foreh-ad of that Judgement which hath 
d:itroyed thzm all, God hath let looſe the barbge 
rous Turks upon them, who hate and dz{tro; no men 
fo much as thoſe that worihip Images, And 
a> for the Church of Rome, the Apo!le Paul did f@- 
lemaly predi& riat the; ſhould be ca!t 04, Rom,1ty. 
22, Now it is for this fin principa!ly that the Lond 
hath caſt them off, Again, Hercſy cauſcth this cg= 
ting of which the Text ſpeaketh of, Societies con» 
ſiting of fuch as diſown the fundamental Truths 'of 
the Goſpel, the Lord Jeſus difowns thew, [Hence 
the Jews are diſowned andreietted by the Lord, for + 


Religion, indeed all [e} thoſe fix principles mentiq- 
ned by the Apolilz te tke Hebrews, (Cup 6.1,2,) 
th2 Jzws acknowledge, yet there are 
tion Trut\s, which they reject ; That Jeſus of Nazg- 
reth isth2 true Meitiah, that Metab is God as welt 
as man, the DoCtrinz of original fin, and of ſalvati« 
on by imputed righteouſne (5, all which things are - 
n=ceflary to be believed in order to eternal life, this 
do they reject and diſown; and therefore the Lord « 
hath caſt them oF, when a People ſhall be ſo far'de- 
generate as to looſe the Eſſentials of Religion, they * 
are the Lord; no longer, Heretical Allemblies may 
be the Flocks of thoſe that pretend to he Chfiils,.. * 
companions, but they-are noze of Chriſts Flocks,: 
Can. 1.7.So for (candalous miſcarriages in life&cart 
verſation, theſe provoke the Lord to calt ofa . 
ſelling People.In a building, if once the marcrig!s 
rotted & corrupted, the houſe will moulder ayay, 
$:2 macter being an —_ Caule, And in Church 
he.” 4 , uigy . 


hs 


althouzh they own ſome fundamental Truths in [e fac. 
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building we know thatSaints are the material c2uſe; 
ad therefore ſcandal in lite doth deltroy the Eilen- 
tials of a Church, and to brings along with it this 
caſting off which the Text ſpraks of, 2, It is an /m- 
enitent, incorrigible for/aking Ged, tl at doth cauſe 
im to cait ott a people or p-rlon. Solomon was 
guilty (notwithſtanding the lol: mn dying charge of 
his Father to rhe contrary) of dreadfi.l toi ſakings 
and Apoitafics from th- Lord, but he reperted of 
them, as we ce by the book of Eccieſieftes, and 
therefore the Lord did not wholl; catt him off for 
ever Not 1ithitanding great degeneracy in a Þe« - 
ple, the [ord is not wont to calt them off until he 
th uſcd 2. means for their Recovery, fo. it was 
with the Children of liraclof old, 2 Chron. 36.15, 
"The Scriptur- tath recorded the names of above 
twenty Prophets which the Lord font to his People 
of old to tell them of their back ſlidings, and call up- 
.onthem to repent and reform, before he would caft 
them off. And though in theſe dayes of the New- 
Teſtament, becauſe men {in againſt greater lighe 
and grace, then in former times, the Lord Jeſus mae 
Keth quicker work, with an Apoltatizing Prople, 
then in the dayes of ol, and in the years of ancient 
Generations; and therefore he aid to the Church in 
Epheſus, excepz thou conſler whence thou art fallen, 
#xd repent, and do the firſt works, 1 will come ggamft 
thee quick!;. 2nd remov2 the Candleftick ont of bis place; 
reverthel=ſs, he uſeth means to reduce and recover 
2a backſliding People, before he cafts them off, ſo he 
did with th- Afian Churches, and to hath he done 


: Parke- with the Anti-Chriftian Gencration, and thesefore 
A: Tolit raiſed up great Inftruments, who have preached 


"ccleff Gy 


the Everlatling Goſpel with a loud voice, and cally * 


1y0/4 4: fog, Reform1tion; and might therefore ſay [f 


Ja # mM, 
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Jer.5 1.5, Be would baye bealed Babylon, and 45 % 
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beate4, therefore ber Fudgement reacbath unto Hetuew 
&:1 lifted up even to the Skies, The Lord doth give 
a ir't and ſecond aJmonition d-fore he doth reject ; 
He tryeth what js Word will do, what leffer and 
greater Judgements will do, yea, and what mer- 
Cics and deliverances will do, and if nothing will 
prevail, then he caits of forever. Ifa Genzration 
he Apoltate, and Incorrigibly Apoſtate, it will not 
b long before God doth calt them off forever, Je, 
1:.5,7. Thou ka[t /or :h:n m2 (2ith th: Lord, thou ars 
ow bickward, therefore mil 1 ſtretch out my band 4- 
;4nft thee, I will deftroy my People ſith they return not 


from their wazes, Ina word, when Apoſtacy is totab 


and final then the Lord doth reie& men, \ 22,though * 
the Children and Polterity of his own Lc_ 
ca'ts them of forever, 

Cuelt. But wh) 0? 

An'w. For [ich Rea/ons as theſe, 


R-4ſ. 1, Becauſe the Tranſgreflions of ſuch Chil- +» 


drenas the Doctrine ſpeaks of are peculiar provoca- 
tions ; if the Children of David fin their iniquity 1$ 
attended with ſpecial aggraiations They fin a- 
gaint greater light, and love, and grace, then may 
be ſaid of any perſons in the world beſides; They 
that rebel againit the Light do at lat provoke the 
Lord utterly to reje(t them, Henceait is that re. 
fuſing Inſtruction, i3 mentioned as the grand pro- 
curing cauſe of this ReieQtion, Jer,6,8. Be inftrutel 
O Feruſalem left my Soul depart from thee, thou become 
deſolate, Now thus it is when the Childreri of God- 
fy Parents forſake the Lord, as Solomon dothacs 
knowledge, how diligent and faithful his bleſſed Fa- 
ther had been in inſtructing of him, Þrov.4.34. £ 
was my Fathers Son, be taught we 4!ſo, and [aid unto me 
&:ep my Commandments and live. And fins axaingt 
grace, and peculiar ay * do withcut ae” 
” 3 ” 
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end in Everlaſting RejeCtion, Amos 2,2. You only 
bave Itnown, ws. Tas will I puniſh you fer all your ini- 
{2s Who ever <ffcape (faith the Lord) tobe 
ure you {hall not, becauſe you fin againit greater 
grace and favour then any others in the World erer 
did, For theſe cauſes the Lord threatned Eli that he 
would cut off his Arm, and the Arm of his Fathers 
houſe, inaſmuch as he had ſinned againf peculiar 
mcrcies aud fayours, Efpecially, fins againſt ten- 
ders of Goſpel grace pro\ oke the Lord tocalt men 
of, Math.23.37,38. O Feru/alem, Feruſalem, how of- 
ten would-1 bave gathered you,as an Hen berChickens un- 
deb ber wings but ye would not, and now your bouſe u left 
untoyjou dejolate, And this is ſadly true concerning 
the Children of godly Parents, they ft1 againſt (pe=- 
cial favours from the Lord, the means of grace 1$ 
vouchſafed to them, they have many bielſed ſtri- 
vings ofthe holy Spirit with them, which others 
tave not,therefore if they furſake the Lord no won 
dzr if he calt them off for-2ver, 

Keaſ. 2, Becanſe ſuch Children are guilty of 
lamentable Covenant breaking before tke Lord, for 
the Covenant is with Children as well as Parents, 
Deut,29,10,11,12. Tok and our little ones do enter in- 


® x0 Covexant, upon this account David ſaith'that the 


Lord was his God from his Infancy, yea, from his 
ficlt coming into the world, Pſal.22.10, And the 
like is noted concerning Solomon, and, therefore his 
Father ſaid to him, my Son build4be bouſe of the Lord 
zb; God, 1 Chrog.22.11, The Lord is not only my 
God, hut in reſpe& of his gracious Covenant he is 


fee Myr, thGodalſo, And this ſeems to be the reafon +: 


Carter 


* £br2- meerly onthe Covenant of the eminency of hiz izz:. 1, 
btn Co- fot we read of others in'the Scripture, whoſ- 
ey yinto- was not inferior to Abralamy, *but in tt.at + + 5+ 


Abratam is (tv1:d the Father of the faithful, [g; . © 
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Rifing Gentration. ; F3 
my | thefirſt unto whom God expreſly declared, / wile 

ni. | « Goto 1bee and tothy Seed, and withal appointed A 

\Le | facr.d fign and Scal of this Covenant. . Now Abrg- 

ter | hams Covenant is as to the ſubttance of it Zuerlg- 

rer | fing, And therefore the Children of the faithful 

-he | all Ages, are wrapped under the bond of the Cove- 

erg | nant, otherwiſe there would be a ſubſtantial change 

liar | of the Covenant from what it was at firſt, then Re. 
n- | which nothing can be more contradictory to the > 
cn | whole tenour and current of theScripture, Tae Apo- 
of - {tle therefore tettifreth that tbe beſrg of Abrabam 3s 
um. | come on the Gentiles through Jeſus Chriſt, Gal, 14, A8 
left God faid unto Abraham,l take thee and thy Childran 
ing into Covenant with my ſelf, ſa doth he through Je | 
»x- | ſus Chriſt ſay the like to every believing Parcht 2- L 
\ is | 101g the Gentiles ; And therefore the Lord Jeſus - <p 
ris | did affirm concerning Children, of ſuch i the King- 169 aps, - 
ers | dome of Heeven, Math, 19.14. (b) It is not only true burrought 
z0< | (ſaith Chriſt) that Children did belong qpGod uns , age 
der the old-Teſtament, -but now that, he Kong: 2:61, 
dome of Heaven u at band, now that the Church #8 tb 3o3s 

be under the heavenly diſpenſation of the Goſpel, 

ts, | Children muſt be acknowledged there alſo, And'it 

ix. | 35 for-ever tobe obſerved, that when the New-TE= Þ * 
the | ſtament diſpenſation was ready to be ellabliſhed.tie , 
his | ancient grant concerning Childrens latere!t in the 
the | Covenant is exprefly confirmed, Aft.n.39. The pro- 
miſe ws 18 you end to your Children. Hence then, if oF” 
ſuch Chiſgren do forſake the Lord, they are gufity _ 4 
my | of violating the Covenant. Now that's an iniquity 
eis | Which d@&h provoke the Lord toxa{t off rhoſe thay * 
ar- deeply guilty of it, Iſa1.2g.5,6. They brve broke + 
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* | mr Everlafbing Covenant, therejore they arg curſed buſts”, >  , 
it, | 14, efolare, In old timeit was gþe mannevthat #* 
-;+, | vi.ena Covenant was made, ſome Creature or p. Wo 


-z-| ther was killed, and cutia pieces, by which rit@was * 
þ p ; . E 2 PF fn? . 
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fignifyed, that the Lord would kill and cut of hin 
that being in Covenant with God,did not make con- 
fcience, faithfully to keep ard obſerve, that Cove- 
Aagt inviolable for-ever, 

Rea}. 3. From that infinite indignation, which 
15 1n the Lords heart againlt Apoltates, They are 
fugitives from Chriſt, and dcſerting their Capyain, 
the Lord bimſcIf will execute Martial Law upon 
them, No finnersare greater Objedts of divine ha- 
fred and in'ignation, _—_ the Apoltle ſaid un- 
to the Hebrews, when ſome of them were ready to 
Apoltatize from Chriſtianity to Judaiſme,ifany man 


| draw back the Soul of God thall take no pleaſure in 


him, Heb.10.38. meaning that ſuch Creatures, are 
Veſſts of diſhonour, and the moſt loathſome O'- 
Jed that can be thought of. Hence the Lord doth 


- Purſue them with infinite vengeance, he cuts them 


off, and them off for-ever, As that miſerable 
Spirasatthe very moment, when he had renounced 
the Truth, thought he heard one fay to him ; Hence 
thou Apoftite, and receive the S:mence of thy Eternal 
Damnation, The Lord is wont to leave marks of his 
wrath opon fuch finners. He brangs them, that all 
the world may he afraid of that iniquity, ſeldome 
hath'ic been known thatany have notoriouſly turn- 
ed away from the Lord, but viſivle wrath from 
Hearen hath fallen upon them, Jcboram had been 
rehgiouſly educated und-r his godly Father Jehotha- 


. -phat, but he proved the Apoſtate child of-@ gracious 
' Father; And what came on him? God let the 


Heathen Arahians, wbo wa'Ted his Effate, 4nd mur- 
dere all bis Children fave one, Thus did the Lord 
caſtiimo {loaf was reliziouſly educated under * 
ah, hut be forſook the Lord, theref: 
the Aﬀcrians with a ſ;nall Army deftroyeda gr 
Hoſt of his; And afterwards bis uwn treacher 
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Servants murdered him, The like we read con- 
cerning Amazieb. And Hiltories (befides what is 
recarded in the Sclipture) are full ofawful and ama- 
zing Examples of the Lords indignation againſt A- 
po'lates, and therefore fince if Davids Children do 
forſake the Lord , they are to be reckoned amengt 
the number of Apoſtates, no wonder that he doth 
threaten to caſt them off forever, f 

We proceed now to a word of Application, and 
ſhall int upon one only uſe of Exbortazion, let ms be 
exborted in the Name and Fear of God this 43y,to endea- 
wour that it may n8s be with us, as the Text and Doctrine 
expreſſeth, 1<t us every one in our ſ-veral places,and 
Capacityes endeavour that the preſent and ſucceed- 
ing Generations in New- England, may not focſake 
the Lord God of their Fathers, & ſo endanger their 
_ calt of forever, 

Wherefore Conſider, 1, What Fath-rs ani Prede- 
Ce ſſors bave been, they were ſuch as did ſeek theLord, 
As fur the body of the preſent Generation in New=- 
England, it may be ſaid to them, your Fathers were 


bp] 


USE 


ſuch as did ſ-rve the Lord, yea, it was love to God,” 


and to Jeſus Chriſt, which brought them into this 
Wilderneſs, As th* Lord ſpeaketh, ſ-r.2.2, Ire- 


member the kindneſs of thy youth, the lov? of thine Eſpou- * 
x/ wn me in the Wilderneſs, tn & - 


als, when thou wenteft 
Land which was not ſown, Our Fathers did- not. i 
their coming hither propound any great matters ts 
themſclves reſ; p_ this world ; only that they 
ſhould have liberty to ie 
all the wayes ofhis worſhip. As oneof our worthies 
hath aptly exprefſcd,God ſifted three Nations, that ſo 
1\- might bring over choice grain into this wilderneſs 
13then remember whatNew- England bath been, 
ith beena noble Plant, Jcr,2.3t, 1plentcd if e; 
ve Vee, who! a neu Seed, It hath beena Ce- 
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rreGod; &to walk with him q, 
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dar,our Eyes have ſcen the Lord fulfilling thatScrip- 
_eare litterally & gloriouſly, Iſai,41.19,.1 will ;lint in 
the Wilderneſs a Cedar, The chief of the Fathers in 
| New-Engliſh Churches, they were Abrahams, 
-He,when God call-d him remo:. ed out of Ur of the 
:Chaldees, to the place which the Lord would ſhew 
"vn, & there builc an Altar totheEverlatting God,ſo 
"+ 4 our Fathers remove out of their own Land,when 
- * * God called them, and came hither, to build an Altar 
4 here to the Ererlaſting God, yea, and they have ſet 
” the Altar upon its \right Baſ's too, Our Fathers 
| . have been Davids, thatis to ſay, eminent Feformers, 
Letmeſpeak freely (without oFence to any) there 
-MHever was a Generation that did ſo perfed!ly ſhake 


7 off theguſt of Babylon both as to Kcclefiaftical and 

cri] Conſtitution, as the firſt Generation of Chriſti- 
* ans, that came ing this Land for the Guſpels ſake, 
TiSee «where, was there evera place ſo like unto new Je- 
Lee Dr ruſalem as New- hath been? It was once 
4 _— » D&, Fwile his opi {i] that when new-Feru't- 


bawkl come down from Heaven Americz wonld 
bexeat of ic, Truly that ſuch a Type and em- 
emofgew2Jerc{alem,ſhou'd be eretted in fo dark 
woPkf, 2 corner of the world,is matter of deep meditation 
Wot: 3. and admiration. - 


5p g2-. . 

95 of Parents and Predece ſors to Apoſtatize from 
* + God. Itis poſſible thac the Children of David may 
» forſaks the Lord, and that in a ſhort time ves 
*e*+Predeccſiorsþaye been eminent for God, { Ce 

. « ceffors have been mo!t degenerate, Jere2:2 UF vn 
. bed thee wfoly a right Seed, bow art thou nurifl futotbe 
X - egeneratt plant of 4 kgange Vine wnto me, ſal; 1.21. 
+ dQHowu tbe faithſ#City become an Harlat ? it was full 


* » of righteou ne [efodged in it, but now marde- * 
_ Berks | i: was 


ſonetimes ſaid unto good Samutt, 1by 
, S0o's 


fider, a. Mow ſubje® men are, yea, the Children 


ts 
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Riſing Generation, ; 
Sons walk not in thy wayes, Andit is noted concern- 
. Ing Nab4/ (a drunken Sot) that he was of the houſe _ 
of Caleb, 1 Sam.,25.3, That ever ſuch a branch 
ſhould ſpring out of ſucha Stock, The Ephraimites 
were the vile t Idolaters of all the Apoſtate Children 
of Iſrael, vet they were the Polterity of Joſeph the 
elt of Jacobs twelve Sons, The perfidious and 
ungratetul Ziphites were alſo the poſterity of that 
blefſed Caleb but now mentioned, Yea, it isa ſad 
Truth, that Religion hath ſeldome been upheld in 
the porver of it, for above one or two Generations . «* 
togerher, © Therefore it is recorded concerning the 
Childrenof Iſrael, they turned quickly out of the w 
- whiob their Fathers walked in, obeying th: C | 
ments of the Lord, but they did n9t ſo, Judg.2,17, The 
Fathers and Leaders both of the firſt and Ge- 
eration were for purity of worſhip, but their Chil- 
dren were not ſo, Their Fathers did endeavour to 
uphold Religion in the power of it, but cheir Chil- 
dren dilnot ſo, Their Fathers didorder their eon- 
verſation according to the holy Rules of, the word 
of God, but their Children did noz ſo, Hence is that * 
fad complaint by the Prophet, {ce carh and caw- 
rupted a their doings, Ze +37» nd ifwe look into hy 
the Scripture and view the ſtory of former Ages, we * 
ſhall ſee this to be true. The Pgtterity of the Lords - ' 
Servants, the Children of the Church have in a lit» © 
tle time (o forſaken him, as that ſolemn Reformation + 
hath b&cn neceſſary, Look bevond the. Flood and we . 
ſhall fee it ſo, One of Adams Children with all hif,... 
numerous Polterity forſook the Lord, Cain was ex- 
wmmunicate oft of the Church and beeame the Fa- 
ther of an excommunicate race and eneratiog, _. 
The firſt Church that ever wagin the workd, even [k] 6 
that in Adam's Familygontinued in fame meaſiftg þ Ti 
pure, about the ſpace {+} of an bundredand thirty - of 
a " cars 
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years, (b, e. until Seth was born) but then great 
Apoltacy prevailed, When the Church was mall 
in one Family, it was more eaſy to keep it pure, by 
cafting out the Apoltates, but nowthe world grew 
mumerous, & a multitude of ſinners cauſed i npuni- 
ty in fin, ſo as that they that were goily and conſci- 
entious were fain in the very beginning or firlt 
Ages and Generations of th: world, to ſeparate 
themſelves and become diſtin ſocieties. Hence is 
that, Gen,g 26. tben began men 10 c 4/1 upon tb: Name 


* of the Zord, It not-th aſeparation of the Church 


from the prophane world. After this, a ſ-cond A+» 
pottacy followed, that the Church and world were 
mixed together,even th=- Sons of God and 11171 1ters 
of men, the Poſterity of godly Serh ar] of wicked 
Cain, until ſuch time as the flood came an\l cleared 
the world of them, Gen.6.,2, Then were th: Ini. 
bicants of the Earth in a moſt corrupt Eltate,where- 
fore the Pſaliniſt (as it ſeems) alluding to that time 
ſaith, the Lord Ipoked down from Heaven, tw ſee if 
obere were any thatdil underfand and (ecb Gol, every 
ons of them 55 gone back th-y are altogetber become filthy, 
Pfa!.53.243. After Religion was revived in Noatyy 
Family, hisPoſterity quickly forſook the Lord,Chams 
Apoſtagy was (as ſome Learned men obſerve} about 
forty years after the floo'!. TheChurch was reformed 
by his ejeCtion, but within fixty or ſeventy years at- 
ter that, the huilders of Babel ſet upon their wicked 
attempt, which was d-ſperate Rebellion againſt 
the Lord, although Noah himſelf was then alive, he 
£0114 not by all his Authority reſtrain his grandChil. 
dren and Potterity, but they would needs become 
gvilty ofthat Babel Azfeftion, Aﬀeer this, with 
a few Generationsthe '* orid was overrun with Id 


* Farry, When that iniquity fi: hegan is hard 


ſay, but it js evident that in Jovs time (who 
thou 
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thought tolive about thre: hundred and fifty years 
aiter the Flood) the world was filled wit? Idolaterss 
ea, in Abrahams time there was ſ..ch Apoitacy as 
that Religion was alno!t gone out of the world; 
only in is Family there was a pure Church elta- 
Þlithed, Yet hti> Polterity did quickly fortake the 
Lord, The lthmaelites,N{idianites, Edomites, (and 
other Nations) who were of the Polterity of Abra- 
ham, the Father of the faithtul, im a tew Genera. 
tions loſt the ſub{fantials of R<ligion, and were 
wholly deprived of their Church Effate. TheChurchk 
was ſetled in Jacobs Family, Corruption and Su- 
perltition did creep into Lis Family, ſo as thatbe 
was fain to ſet upon a work of ſvulemn Reformeati» 
on,and that was not two lundred years after the Re- 
fo rmation begun inhis grand-Father Abrahams Fa. 
mily. After the Chuteh was b come National, the 
truth and power of Religion did very rarelv conti- 
nue above one or two Generations at the moſt 
(ſometimes not ſo long) witneſs that Scripture 


$9 


+ whichkwas worthily opened and applyed inthis + Bya 
lace upon the like ſolemn occaſion two years ago, Afood 


udg.2.7410, And the People ſerved the Lord all 
the daves of Joſhua, and all the daves of the Elders 
that out-iived Joſhua, who had ieen all the great 
works of the Lord tliat he did for Iiracl. Azdall 
that Generation were gathered unto th-ir Fathers, and 
there aroſe another Generation a{ter th-m, which | 
wot the Lord wor yet the works which b: b:4 done for I's 


ra]. Thoſe that were the grand-Ch:l.iren of thar +» 


Generation which was brought out of Egypt, dl 
forſake the God of their Fathers, Hence 15 that 


expreiſion, Hoſ. 10,9. O {rae thou haft ſinned from * , 


#be Jayes of Giveab, what horrible wickedneſs was in 
Gibeah,we may read in the nineteenth &twentveth 
Chapters of the Book of Judges, where we have 
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the Story of the Levites Concubine, winch though 
it be mentioned towards the c loſe of that Book, vet 
it ſeems evident that it hapned before the Judges, 
for it ſeems that Jebus (afterwards ſeruſalem) was 

not then taken, Juds,19.11,12. when as that was 
taken by the Children of Iſrael before they were go- 
yerned by Tudzes, Chapt, wer,$. So that the wick- 

ednets of Gibeah,and their war with the Benjamites, 

which followed thereupon, was between the death 

of Toſhuah and the Judges, Moreover, Plinehas 

the Son of Eleaxar, the Son of Aron was Prieſt in 

thoſe dayes, Jndg,25, 28, which maketh it 1cry 

manifeit that, that moſt corrupt Generation, were 
the grand-Children of thoſe, that were fr? eirbe- 
dyed as a peculiar People, when the Lord did plant 
the Heavens, and lav the Foundations ot” the Farth, 
that i5 to ſay, did build up the Children ©: Ifrael a5 a 
body politick under Fcclefialtical and civil gorern- 

,ment, the third Generation among that People 
proved degenerate and apoſtate, And when they 
were under a Th-ocy:icy or Government by Judges, 

whom the Lord imme«ately raiſcd up and tet over 

them, tow ſoon didr%er turn afiile from God; when 

any of their faithfil Judges were t2ken from ti en, 
Judg.2.19. So in the daies of the King, After Da- 

4s Refermaticn Apottacy begin in the very next 

Generation, in the daves of his Son Solomon, and 

Yn the daves of his grand-Child Re-houhoam 4/7 lirzel 
forſook the Lori, wrt God by a 1:d wara akened 

"th-m to ſume Reformation. In Jehoſhap}-:zt3 time 
Religion was uyhe! in ſyme power; hut in the 

very next Guneration there was Apoſtacy, He2. - 

Kiah was a grrat Reformer, hot his Son Manatſch 

buiit us agua the ightl1cor, which by Fatker bad d-- 
ftro1-1, 214 feduced the Prople 11 o move 2vil than did 
the Ntion,, whom the Lord dftroy:d before the Chi.- 
Oo X dren 
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fron of I'rzel, Aﬀter this. Jofial! wrought a great 
Iketor ation, and with him did the work of hefore 
mation and Religion d.c amongſt tie Jews, upon 

olia!'s death a Koud of Land dettroying fins brake 
I upon that Gcneration,that within the ſpace of two 
and twenty 1 carsatter Jotah was gathered unto his 
Fath: is, the J-with State both Ci. 1] and Ecclctiattte 
cal vas quite overthrown ; Aﬀter the Capt ity, EZ» 
ra and Nehemiah, a:.d the 1 rophets Hazgat and Zat< 
Chary were great Reformers ; Bur Apotital qtickly 
pre ailed, v-itnels the Proph-t Ara/achi , w ho declae * 
r<tl; that not onl; People but ihul-rs man, of thett 
inlis daycs, were become very corrupt. Albert 
tle wore not guilty, of that more grols ddlatr: for 
vhHh & ir Fathers were fſentinio Capt ity, ce, 
Co croufill fhpl ich is a ſpiritual {dulatry they were 
Euilt, uf, wh.rchy they pro. oked the Lord to fend 
bla *.,; Piv idences upon them, there being no+ 
Ercat.r | 1:i;hincnt to a covetous man then to have 
te woilt taken from tim, That Generation 0d 
not k.. pt! cities unſpotted of the World, upont 
whHicl! account, the; are Ov the Prophet Prono:ithe 
ecd nil an, Hag 213,14, Ard when Chritt @me 
ito thc world, he found the ]. wsina mo? degenes 
rate crrapt Etate, Therefere did the LordEall 
them anew andaen ditercs, and a riferou Genes 
P4191. ; 


yine In:litution Cc roregaltcnd!, in theſe dayes of the 
Kew-T-omcnt, min 1aice ben ro lefs iubteftto 
Apo'atl, thenin torn er Apes, . The Ctorches in 
Galatia were ſtrangely and trodenty orerrin with 
eorrupt DcErine. Here the Apoſite ſaith, Gal.1, 


. 
Furtrermore, ſince the Church hath heen by dis . 


d. 


6. 1 maruel that you are 0 Connrured unto ancrber NN" 
Go'fel, He might vell wane), C— pes 
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ef {/] great Clionvlegers Le tte, that withun a 
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after Paul was remoyed from Galatiato Epheſus, 
falſ2 Teachers ſucceeded him, and overthrew his 
Foundation, by endeavouring to advance a mixt Re- 
ligion conlilting of Judaiſme and Chriltianity. And 


In pro- ] reme:nber Ferom, {m} teſtityeth that in his time 
14G all Galatia was overrun with damnable Herefizs. 
lib. 2. And as for the Church in Epheſus they quickly de- 


Epi- 


izs de 


f 
4; 


cClined, Rev,2,5, Remember from whence thou art fal- 
end repent, and do the firft works, It was (as Hiſtori- 
ansobſerve) about twenty years after the Aſcention 
of Chriſt that Paul gathcred a Church among(|t the 
Epheſians. And ſixty years after the Aſcention, the 
k of the Revelation was written ; So that there 
had been a Church in that place about forty vears ; 
In which time the frft members of the Cluurch mult 
needs (in probability) as to the body of them be dead, 
and another Genzration of Church members were 
rilen up which were not like the firlt, The Church 
inThyatira, though not ſo Apoltate when the Reve- 
lation was written as ſome other Churches, yet Pc- 
clefiaſtical Story mentions how that in a few years 
after that,there was no Church in that place ; which 
was one Reaſon why ſume antient Hereticks [n] des 
nyed the {divine Authority of the Apocalyys, Be- 
cauſe therein mention is made of a Church in Thya- 
zirs, when as (ſaid thev) no Church is to he ſeen 
there, To which the Antwer is that there had been 
a Church there onlv the Cataphrygian Hereſy did pre- 
vail ſn, as in a little tim? to («allow up the whole 
'Church, In a word, in all thoſe places, which we 
read of in the Scripture as havinz Churches ini them, 
they that are the Succeſlors at this day, are not like 
unto them - that onge were in thoſe very places, In 
many placzs they hate only the name not the Truth 
of Chriſtianity,and in ſome not ſo much as the name, 
Abbeit, when time was, famous Churches might 
. 1aye 
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hare been ſeen in thoſe places. In former Ages Afe 
was the Scat of the Church, when as in theſe latter 
Azcs Europe is ſo, ſ0] which is judged the Reaſon 


why the Book of Revelation ſpeaks of Events tocome [9] Afed 


to paſs chicfly in Europe ; becauſe fince the ten 
Kings aroſe there, hath the Lord Chriſtſeen meet to 
uphold and propagate his Church. What ſhall be 
faid more ? It is evidentthatin the Apoltles dayes, 
the myſtery of iniquity began to work, much more 
after they fell aſleep, Ebion and Cerintbus ſprang up 
whillt the Apottle Fobn was yet living. The very 
nextAges to the Apoliles began todepart from, and 
corrupt the ſimplicity of the Golpel, in divers re- 
ſpecs that might be mentioned, + one long ſince ob- 


ſcrved, that although the Church continued a Vir- &ecgefyp- 
gin until after the Apoſtles death, then it was ſoon fs 


corrupted, It is conceived that Jude lived after moſt 
of the other Apoſtles were dead, which is judged to 
be the reaſon of his expreſſing himſcIf as he dothin 
ver,17, of his Epiltle. Now he complaineth much 
of a great deg:-neracy amonglt thoſe that profoſled 
Chriſtianity. : 

Conſider, 3, The preſent Generation is New- Eng- 
land u lameniably degenerate. As ſometimes Motes 
ſpake to the Children of Iſrael, Numb. 32.14. Bebold 
Je are riſen up in zour Fathers fteadam increaſe of ſenful 
men, So may we ſav, the hrit Generation of Chri- 
ſitians in New-England, is in a manner gone off the 
Stage, and there.is another and more fiaful Generas . 
tion riſen up in their ſtead. We have in former 

:ears enjoyed a 1un ſhine of proſperity, and that hath 
n attended (as vſeth to be) with great Apoltaſy. 
Tt is an apt fimilitude which ſome uſe, that as the 
-at of the Sun in Summer breedsa multitude of In- / 
ts, ſodoth the warmth of proſperity a multitude 
\poltates, Meu are loth to hear on this Ear, bub 
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if we ſhould 6-17 it, the Lord doth teify again vs 
that it isſo, as loel.1,2. Hear thy ye cd men ant ciic 
Ear all ye Inhabitants of ibe Land, bath this becn tm your 
dajes, or even in tbe dajes of your Faibers {ib itbe 
Lord, Were th:cre ({aith the Propnet) ſuch Lud -- 
ments formerly as now there are, vou ma; theretore 
eonclu1e that yo. are depart:d from God, and by 
your ftns have provoked hin ſo to punith vou, Th-:$ 
may it be ſpoken with referenc< to ovr State & Caſe, 
and the diſpenſations of God towaris us,\vu old men 
that are here before the Lord this dav, what ſay you 
to this Queſtion, did you know ſuch Judgements up- 
on New-England formerty, as of late we have ſeen? 
was it ſo in the dayes of or Fathers? were there ſuch 
'Eeneral and kjlling diſcaſes ? ſuch a long continuing 
varr ? ſo many hundreds cut of by the Sword, vea, 
ſo*'maty hundred Familyes brought to ruine ? Ca:- 
aelticks removed out of their places, and Plantations 
Taade deſulate ! In former tincs we heard of little 
befides ſettlement of Plantations, and gathering of 
Churches,but of late years, in ftcad of that, ruinzs 
have been multiplicd, yea, mifchicf upon milchicf. 
God hath been ſpending lis Arrows, 3 heaping miſ- 
chief upon this Generation, This Gcneration is not 
* Kkethe firſt, How wan» iznorant ones 2 how many 
ſcandalous ones z There is great rudeneſs among'd 
, ©** young onesia thisfand ; ard i1 that refpelt degene- 
| racy from the good mann-rs of tz2 Chriſtian world. 
. .And ſuch fins as formerl were not known in New- 
Engleud are now become common, ſhch as ſwearing, 
inful gaming, Tc. yea, the preſent Genzratian-as to 
the body of it, is an urcanverted Gen=zratian. T " 
© wauld notleffenthe grace of{50d,1 know tht through 
race mayy of the younger Generation are brought 
me to God jn Jeſus Chtit, yet m many'([ 
' gondtia moſt) Gopgregations, the number of ſurtzre 
i, 8” 2 conrert*” 
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converts is but ſmal,comparatively with thoſe that re- 


.. or in the Churches, maketh way for 
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main |till in a natural & unconverted Eſtate, And as for 
ſome that have theRoot of the rnatter inthem,yet they 
fall much ſhort of their Fathers grace.Solomon was a 
good man and his Soul is now in Heaven, yet he was 
not like David his Father as to meaſure of grace and 
faithfulneſs, 1 King,11.6. we may ſce here and there, 
on? that hath much of his blefſed Fathers Spirit and 
Principles, bat how rare are ſach amongſt us ? Nay, 
the Interelt of New- England is now changed, from a 
Religioustoa worldly Intereſt ; and in this thing is 
the great Radical Apoſtsly of New-Exgland. Is not 
this to chule a ſtrange God ? Hence do we ſee ware 
in the gates, And the Lord hath been letting this 
Generation blood in the right -2in, fince he hati fa- 
ken the world away from tizem, Trade is almoſt 
ruined, Farmes, Oxen, Merchandiſe, which things 
have been fought after inthe firſt place, how have® 
they failed > XNew- England is not like this twenty . 
ycars, to be in tl.at comfortable Eſtate it was in but 
two years agoe, , 
Conſider, 4, There 5s {ad ca1:ſcto fear what will a 
laſt come on this Generation, There is A cons > 
0 Religion all the world over, as on? well obſeryath iyh.v.F 
p]rhe buryals of Chriltians are frequent and their f/7g 
irth is rare, And as for what conceras ourſelves Scyi 
more pecutfarly, we may fear that there will be /rEpip, 
greater Apoftaſy, becaule the; tat ſhowld have pte- py, + | 
vented it are gops: Many times the Femovalofa_' & 
feweminent Servants ofGo\ intl;2Caggmon-wealth,” * * 4 
» ah Apeſtaſls *. -+ 
quickly toEnſie, was ic got ſy with theiChildren oL,* ©» 
Krae} Z when they l:ad acvod Judge over them, ti#/ 2 
would {erve the Lord all the da%s of that -Jadag,out % 
i came to pa when the Judfe was dad, rhey.Tes *» ; 
turd and cormpecd themciycs more then thew ©o” 
* Bj © Bi 6s on. 
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Fathers, Judg.2.18,19. In Nehemiaks time while 
he was Governour for twelve years together, thing; 
went well, and God bleſſed the Land wonderfully, 
but when he was removed, in one years time thole 
fins of oppreſſion, ſenſuality, Sabbath breaking, were 
become prevailing common evils, Neh.12.5, Alas ? 
our Nehemiahs are gone, (I ſpeak it not to refle& up- 
on thoſe that ſurvive,but to awaken from the conſide- 
ration of our ſolemn bereavements ) our Pauls are 
likewiſ: departed from amongſt us, in which reſpect 
we may ſtar cerruption in Religion will follow, As 
20,29. Deut, 31.27. Judg.3.33. Hare we not ſeen it 
in ſome places, how that within a year after the 
 deathof ſuchay eminent Servantof Chrift, Apoſtaly 
to this day wrecoverable bath prevailed ? Further- 
more, the heads of the ſecond Generation, that were 
moſt likely to baye done good, the Lord hath ſnatch- 
ed them away, and (like Enoch) tranſlated them to 
Heaven, in the m'idlt of their dayes; others that are 
moſt likely to preveng backſliding, and to be Inſtru- 
ments of reforming a corrupted Generation, are not 
likely to continue long in this evil world, yea, and of 
late even fince the preſent warr,that we are bleeding 
onder,began,the Lord hath-taken away many young 
ofies, either by Sword or ſickneſs, who were the 
hopes of the Generation. In many Plantations,they 
» , thathavedyedoflate, were the moit hopeful and de- 
firgable young men in the places where they lived, an 
Ominofis yn that there is ſome terrible thing,whick 
+ God will do, e're this Generation be paſſed away. 
, Confider, 4 How fad it would be if ſucceeding G- 
. .#:2rations fiould forſaketh? Lord, It is evident,f . 
tie conſiderations mentioned, that it may be ſo - : 
*,- it wouldbe ditmal if, indeed it ſhonld beſo, 2 
+» Fglard would then. become of all Lands the 
\ .* Gatk and miſcrov!e, Haggy 1a; doth the Pri > 
I + oy X - | | 
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ſpcak of Betkquen,now wat was that Bethyzven ? even 
the ſame that wasin former times Bethel, i, e, the ++ 
houſe of God, Hol.q.15. with 1 King,12.2g9, Am.5- 
5, If ſuch places where the huuſe of God hath beef 
erected do once degenerate, thy are like to become 
Bethavens, places of greatelt vanity and iniquity in 
the world, Hence is that, Hoſ.g.15. all their with- 
edne;s us in Gilgal, Gilgal was or.ce famous upon Re- 
ligious accounts, There was the Covenant renew- 
ed by Circumciſion, there was the firlt Paſzover kept: 
by the Children of Iſrael, after their coming intothe 
promiſed Land, ther: did God appear to Joſhua, there 
was to be ſeen a famous Monument of the Lords do- 
ing wond-rs for his people, there was the Taberna- 
cle for ſome time, but in after Generations an Idola- 
trous Temple was built there,ſo as that it was a foun- 
tain of much wickedneſs. 4!) their wickedneſs was i 
Gilgal. Itſeemeth the Altar of witnefs was near that 
lace, whichthrough mens corruptions might eaſily 
þe abuſed unto much Superſtition in after - Ages. 
The Devil ſeeketh to corrupt thoſe places eſpecially, 
whichtonce were famous for Religicn. As Pelazus ob- 
ſcrveth that 3rirtenberge in Germany was the Town Þor 
where the Reformation in Z::thers time began, and © 99 
therefore the Devil did ſeek ro corrupt that place 
eſpecially, and cauſed it to become the Seat of grie- # * 
vous H=rehes, What Land under Heayen, hath 
been more noted for profeſhon and Religion, then , 
New'-England? If Apottacy prevail amongſt iha , 
Peopley it is like to be a [ad Apoltacyfindeed. Wotee , 
it already.; Hence there are (ich ſadcomplaints of - * 
yoang men that have been bred and born in New- 
Fagland, when they go abroad into other Lands ghat *. 
none are ſo dedauched and prophane as ſome ot. 
them, Ifthe. Lord ſhuygl be provoked to pluckup, 
tie L-dgeof civil governmenty whata (earlyt 
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of iniquity would ſoon break in ? How would mag- 
ded and inraged profanencts knowno bounds ? yea, 
this Land would become as Sodom, and then mo!t 
delolating plagues will in ſhort time follow,Ezek. 33, 

28. what became of Cain's degenerate race ? when 
they were become, 1 xnow not how'many millions, 
the flood (wept away every mothers child of them, 
wherefore ail the Children of men that are now in 

's the worldare ſtyled the Children of Serb, Numb,2. 
(Be! 17. (q] becauſe as for Cain's Apollate Generation 
IA yolk they all periſhed in the flood. When the old world 
iceAnnr gig Apoſlatize, after the Reformation in the dayes of 
Serb, that ſecond Apoſtaſy proved fatal. If Church. 
es in New-England degenerate, it is an Apoltaſy af- 
fer Reformation. How fatal is ſuch a relapſe ke 
to be? will not the end thereof be with a flood? And 
= to be amongſt tz lat Apoltates, will be malt 
woful, ; 
Queſt, But what ſhall be done in 0rder to grevention of 
ApofSefy ? what ſhall be done, that ſo ſucceeding Ge- 
nerations in Nen-Englaxd may nct forſake the Lord = 
God of their Fathers ? 

- Fuſw. As I have been meditating an Anſwer to 
this Enquiry, I could not but call to mind that Scrip- 
ture which ſome of the chief of the Fathers (atleaſt 

] wiſe thoſe two, [+] whom I have more Reaſon then 
they * any one in the world tothink of) have upon the like 
tron oy ſolemngccaſion, improved many years ſince, I mean 
Fath>y fat Scripture, Hag.2.4. Tet nuw be ſtrong 0 Zerub- 
uh&r * babel ſaith the Lord, and be ffrong O Foſbua, and be ffrong 
.* alle Peopl: of the Land. If Zeru 1, Joſhua, ar..' 
* the People ofthe Land, if Magiſtrates, Miniſters,ar..i 
People all do what duty rcquireth, the feared 
fly, together with thounavoidable calamity comir” 
_* therewith, may b= prevented, however in gre-: 
+ fneaſure and for a long the 
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1, Let me apply my Speech unto Zerubbabels,b.e. ; 


Rulers in the Common-Wealth. Honoured and 
much elteemed, the weltar- or ill fare of the preſcat, 
yea,and following Genz2ration doth much depend up- 
on you, Mzgiſtratzs are in th? Scripture compared 
to Corner flones, b:cauſe where there is a Common- 
Wealth erected, the ſafety cf the whole building 
(und-r God) depends much upon them. Hence are 
they alſo termed Foundations, Plal,11.3. If the foun- 
dations be deſtroyed what can the righteousdo ? If 
David had periſhed, Fou:nCations had b-en deſtroyed, 
and the good People of the Land would have dearly 
felt the loſs of him, Ard when in Sau!- time there 
were corrupt Judges and Magiſtrates, it is therefore 
ſaid, that the Faund:ziions of tiie Earth were out of 
Courſe, Pſal.$2.5. And the Frophet Micah ſpeaking 
to the Rulers in the Common-wealth of Iſrael ſaith, 
b-1r 2 Foundations of the Earth, Mic.6.2. It is with 
vou ( by the help of Chriſt) to lay ſuch Foundations 
as ſhall make Polterity either happy or miſerable, 
Darid improved the power which God in his Provi- 
dence entrulted him with, to ſerve bs Generetion 4c= 
cording to th: will of God, Adts 13.36.. And therefore 
was aneminent bleſſing to all thatGeneration where- 
in heliyed, If the fius of the People under your 
care and charge ſhould ever provoke the Lordyto 
leave you in an hour of Temptation, yon cannot pol- 
ſibly turn afide from God alone, but many-others 
wilidoſotoo; Regie ad Excmplum, People are agt 
to follaw the. Exainples of thoſe jn place. you know it 
is mentianed concerning Rehoboam, that be within, 
few years after his coming to the Government did 
forfakethe Lord, and all Ifrael with him, 2 Chron. 
I:.1, Letme then with all due reſpeR to vour pla- 
ces, and to-your worth, and yet with that freedome , 
and faithfulneſs which bec eth a Meſſenger of che 
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Lord of Hoſts, propound ſome things to you, which 
concern the welfare of this, andafter Generations in 
New-England, 
I, 1 pray you inthe Nameof the Lord, that a ſpecd; G 
F ffeftn! Courſe may be taken, 1bat the great things that 
Ged diifor our Fathers, in planting theje Heavens, and 
iaying the Found tions of this Earth,be faitbjully record- 
e1, and rranimitt:d ro Poſter ity, This hath been thought 
of, and ſpoken of long enough, but why is it not don.? 
If it be neglected till the pretent Generation be paſ- 
ſed away, the next will be leſs capable of doing it, 
The Title of the Book wherein my Text is, leads me 
to Infiſt oa this, Why is this Book called the Chroni- 
cles, but becauſe it contains a Record and relation of 
the things which God did for his People 1n antient 
time, yea, from time to time. The Hebrews have 
| termed it , {dire hajemin} words of dayes probably 
}Groti= (as [r] ſome conceive) taken out of the roval Diarzes 
[s]Ya- ef thofe times, by divine direftion and Inſpiration ; 
Iimts this Book of Chronicles being an unerring f 5] Epito- | 
me of thoſe Chronicles mentioned in the Kings. The 
Truth is, thataboye halfthe old-Teftament is a Chro- 
nicle of things done, by the Lord, for his People in 
years of Antient Generatiuns, You have then 
ipture Example abundantly toencourage, in pro- 
jofing a work of thisnature. Hence we read of 
therook of Faſher, 2 Sam.1.13, and of the Book of 
' Nathan the Prophet, and of G24 the Seer, 1 Chron, 
* 29.29. and of Abijab, the Shilonite, and of Shemaib 
the Prophet, 2Chron, 12.15, and the Story of the 
{ $&& Prophet 1/440, 2 Chron,12.22. There is alſo plain 
r,M ar-&cripture precept {s] as well as nple-20 move 
vs Ser . hereunto, ſee Pſal,7$.5,6 For beeftabliſhed aTeſtim- 
no» my in Fac6b, and appointed a Law in 1ſracl whith be cor 
41.162. Mandel our Faihbzrs, bat they ſtould make rhem known | 
f-35« their Children, that the Geqgratzons to come, might 4 
_ . ® * tb, 
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ev2n th? Children which ſ:0uld be born, who ſtould ariſe, _ 
an declare them to their Childaen, And again, Pfal, 102, * 

1 .T bu ſhall bz wri:ten for the Genergitons 10 come, S0_ - 
that this isa duty incumbent upon preſent Genera- 

tions to take care that there be a Record of the 

works of God towards them, for the benefit of the 
Generations that ſhall follow, that ſo God may be 
pe d. TIperceive that ſome good men are afraid 

eit cur too great neglect in this matter, may be one 

thing that God is ofendcd at. _ And there be two 
conſiderations, which may caule ſuch apprehenſions 
not to ſeem groundleſs, one is in that this thing hath , fa 
been formerly urged,[ w ] That faithful Shepard who-[w]cws ? 
ſpake here in the Naine of the Lord upon-the like 0C> Agr, Shes 
caſion, fire years agoe, inſiſted upon this very thing, pards Zh 
and yet the matter remains unfiniſhed to this day, Gicow = 
Moreover, whil!t the body of the firſt Generation, zwu#.x1 
whom God planted in this Wilderneſs was alive, (4+]geeq 
there were Ella''s this way, for it [F] was propound- Lu 
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ed to, and concluded amongſt the Cammiſſioners of 
the united Colonies above thirty yeags agoe, that mj 
there ſhould be a Collection of ſpecial Providences/gepe.g.. 
of God towards his NeweEngland people ; And that rig +) 
memorials being dilly communicated, an Hi 
ſhould be compiled according to Truth,for the teae- 
tit of Poſterity,that they might ſee how God had beef 
with their Fathers, in laying the Foundation ofthe - 
Chvrches, and of the Common-Wealth, Nwtw that &@+ 
{uch things ſhould be concluded,and ygt never dynz 


.cannat pleaſe God, Furtherſhore, how can we th- > 


{tify to Poſterity our gratitude towards God, fer the®,. * 
zreat things he hath done for ou#Fathers, and for us 
their Children, in more refpeas then can be now ; 
mentioned, except ſuch a laſting Record and Megil=., , .+ 
ment as is now ſpoken of, be brought'to perfeftion, 7 + . 
11 the Town houſe at Genet, itig wriften on Mars 
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ble Pillars in Letters of gold, ſuch a year God deti- 
vered cis plac- from the 11 ranny of Anti-Chritt, 
and (-t up his true Religionamong|t us, { x} therefore 
x]Clarks the Senate and People of Genteua, have erected thu NMonu- 
*xamples, ment,tbat jo they might teftify to Poſfterity their gratitude 
0.1. towards God, Letm. tnenentreat you that are Sena- 
+235, tors of this Colony, that a work ot tiis nature may 
not be alway<s delayed ; and the rather, becauſe you 
know not whether your opportunity to encourage 
ſuch an undertaking, will be of long continuance. 
Ard this may (by the bleiling of Chri't) be one good 
means to prevent Apoltaſly, The Lord therefore 
command=d his People of old, to ke:p a Record of 
his works and fignal Providences towards them, that 
ſo their Children after them might ſet their hop: in 
God and keep his Commandinents, Pſal,78.7, 
2. I prayyou inthe Name of the Lord, tothe care for 
#he propagation of 1be Intereſt of theGoſpel,;thatthe good 
rad ah; ge of the Lord may be amongſt tlie prople 
-under your Government in your time; yea, and af- 
' "ter that alſo, ' If ignorance overſpread the Land 
- Apoſtaſy wilt do ſo too, Hence David here ſaith, 
' . 4now'thouthe Lord God of thy Father and (crve him, 
but if thou forſake bim, &c, intimating, that except 
ſucceeding Generations know the Lord, they will 
- not ſerve him, but forſake him. Thcrefore it con- 
cerns the Magifſtrate,to take efteCtial care, that the 
Land be furniſhed with able and faithful Migiſters ; 
- Jo we read of [ehoſhaphar, that he cauſed Levitesto 
be ſent into all the Cifies of Judah who taught the 
ple, 2 Chron, 17.3,9. And this ſtands upon Re- 
. *cord to hiseverlalting Renown, lt is not every man 
' »' that is fit tobz employed asa pulick Teacher, T. - 
ra faizh (Chap.$.19,18, that he ſeng unto ſuche: 1 
' » _ ;Yach} that they wwuldhring unto him Miniffers for : 
bauſe of God, and that by the good enacts od | 
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brouglit 4 nan of underſtanding : He that is &n7p!o7ed 
in huly tings ought to be tuch an one. There- 
fore you thould endeavour that the future gene- [3] 
ration may be furnithed with a learned Miniltry, $2 ©* 
The [3] Writers of eccleſiaſtical Story , in- 2-6oTe 
form us, kow carefull Chriſtians in the primi- 3***7+ 
tive times were , for the ſctling of Schools of 
Learning y'nall places where Churches had been plan- 
ted, that ſo th.re might be able initruments raiſcd 
op for the propagating of truth in ſucceeding Gene- 
rations. And ſome have well and truly obferved, 
that the intereſt of Relizion and good literatureghath [2] . 
riſen and fallen together, It was Julians policy to Mr 
pull down Schools among Chri't1ans , that ſo he ner of 
might d-ſtroy Religion, [z] concluding -that the necef 
cauſe that ſhould not have an able defendant of bu 
would fall, Therefore let there be a pious and Jearm: 
earneſt ſollicitude about that matter, One of the fo! 4 
famous Kings + in our naticn cauſed a law to be efta- 
bliſhed, thatall Parents ſhould bring up their chi 
dren in Learning. I know there are good laws a- 
monglt us, reſpefting inferiour Schools, though: I v.Ci 
doubt as toexecution there is great defe& in that as vol.1 
wellas in other matters, Let me alſo beſeech you 173- 
to endeavour that what concerns the Colledgemay be 
revived, and if it may be in the place whereit hath £,5 
formerly flouriſhed, I have nothing to ſay agaifttt that; 
bur much for it rather:&that greater encouragement x.; 
be given to thoſe that labour asTutors there.[e)That 5p 
was propounded to this general Afſembly four years 59 
azoe, by him that did then fo faithfully declarethe '** 
counſel of God to this Generation, 1 would gJMly 
ſecond a motion cf that nature, as ſuppoſing that 
nare of the welfare of the upriſing generations is - 
concerned therein then many are aware of *® + _ 

I remember it is noted concerning the Icarned Ch5: 
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trezs, that he prevailed with the Princes of 37013028 
to beſtow 35CS crowns 01 vearly Revenue, upon rd 
Vniverfity of Ac/tgch, by which means the intciett cr 
Religion was vaniucrfiilly promovid. Ant it was 
on: of the uſual wiihes of that excellent man, Vin 
Reges ac Potent:'s rerm Dumint, nidjorcm Fccleſi.e ac 
Scbo/zrum £17.11 /ulciperent, O (laid he) that Viagi- 
ſtrates wOUÞ!t be niore caretull to encourage Schouls 
of learning, and thereby promote the ved of the 
Church, Thc Reformers,d;d in;tl;is was fand by this 
means carry on the intcre't of Religion,& propagate 
the Truth to attcr ages, Cain therctore pertwaded 
the Senate of Gexez.u tOerceet an illuttrious School in 
that city wherein tle Tongues and Arts were taught; 
and from v.hcnce many. worthy In!truments iftued 
forth. And that excellept Prince Cafmire did the 
like at Neeftad, where Uſman Zaxchi were lome - 
times Profefiors So th- Senate of Grurberg ervEtc dt 
a Colledge, and choſe the learned Buckslttcr to £o- 
+ Vernit. The like was done at //erborn by Prifne 
Fobs of Naſſu at the pertwaſton of O7-. tin, white 2): 
ſo Piſcator taught and flouriſhed; So at 7:14 
jn Holland, #4nd (nor to mention more viii! 0's 
ſame courſ? was teken at Fd. :65rough in Scoottant uf 
whichColledge that famous and lob, man, Mr, & v7 
Jeck was the tiit preſident, ai.) many choice Inlir.'- 
ments of Gals glory bave time been ediicater. 
Wherefore et what concerns this matter,be among!: 
the chicf of your cares and enVias ours, 

Further,[ entreat vou, let it be v1 care, ti:at none 
but faithful ones (as far a3 men can judze) be om- 
pleyed as publick Preachers: Tinh the jait liver = 
ties of Churciies thoult not be infringed, yet that 
every Plantation in the County ſhould have atlow- 
ance to chuſe, whom they pleaſe to labour in the 
publick d;ſpentgtiy; of tie we ® may be in time a 
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EM great inlet to i;norance, error 2nd profaneſs. There- 
2:2 fore Ict me humbly propound to you, that you would 
hy es think of ſome expcdient,reſpeCting the approbation 
-oihad of ſich, as ſhall be under a conſtant improvement as 
"mow publick Teachers. Yea, and that there be not any 
_ place ſetted without ſuch, No doubt but one reaſon 
"rag why the Lord hath let looſe the Heathen again!t us, 
I hath been, becauſe ſome Plantations have been ere- 
ools ed, and yet no publick acknowledgement of God 
ef "ot amongſt them, but they have lived like Heathen, 
this without Sabbaths, without the word and Praycr, 
-ty4 which are moral duties that all are bound to attend ; 
ded and it is therefore incument on the Magiltrates to 
ON ſee that they do ſo, People are ready to run wild into 
+ the woods again, and to he as heatheniſh as ever, if 
ued you doe not prevent it. Take care alſo I beſeech 
the you, for the propagation of the Goſpel amongſt theſe 
Ne | poor Indians. You know it is expreflcd in the Pater, 
_—_ a< one main end propoſ d by our Fathers in their 
—_ coming into this Wiiderneſs, that ſo they might en- 
_"eE ceavour the Converſion of the Natives, and ſet up 

Il. the Kinzdome of the Lord ſefis amongſt them, God 
YE ' the late War hath made way for the Gotpel robe 
[.'G entertained amongit them , more then tormerly; 
6 ſhould not this be configered ! 

ad >, I beſezch you x ih: Name &f the Tord, that you 
44 would in ſpecial manner b:war? of 19.4t mbich was the fon 
oy #f Symon :and what was that 2 Truly ſinfull Toke- 

» ration was Syulomons great iniquitv, Whereby hedid 

1iErrfakethe Lord, It is Tai of him, he bnilt bigh” 

_ aces tor Athtaroth, 2 King, 2:.13. becauſe he dicd ® 
w coierare and give publick allowance, unto thoſe Ide- 
py ryes 2 and that fin of his was the reaſon' why 

at re ſtirred up Adverſarves againit hin, Doe we », 
o t find that all the godly retorming Magiſtrates, * 
ie wen of in the Scriptures thought it their concern 

a to 
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to pull down faiſe worthip, as well as to {ct 17 the 
true worſhip of God, It is a moſt vain ob'ection 
which ſome haye made, that we doz not read in the 
New Teſtament, that the yjagiſtrate did ever punith 
any, ea account of Tranſgreilicn again!t the firſt 
Table. No more (ſaith Cevin).doe we read in thz 
New Teſtament, that the Magiſtrate did ever puniſh 
men tour murder,or other crimes,doth it therefore fol- 
Jow that he ought not ſo to doe ? But therein it is fai:l 
that they ought to puniſh all evill do-rs. Rom. 13.4. 
1.I1m.1.9. And that Tranſgreſſions againlt the ficit 
Table ace cvill deeds, Gal.5.19.20, Phil.3.t. p. fob. 
10,11. And the holy. Apoltle wiſhed thoſe falle 
y. Hi- Teachers, who diſturbed the peace of the . Churches 
hag in Galatia cut off. Gal.5.12. Some judicious Authors 
__ conceive (2) that he witheth there had been a chri- 
wi. fiian Magillrate in the world to take ſuch a courſe 
with thoſe ſeducing ſpirits as they deſerved, Morc- 
over, finfull Toleration is an evil of exceeding dan- 
) See conſequence, Men of corrupt mines, thotigh 
vhs may plead for Toleration, and cry up liberty of 
tryre- Conſcience, &c, yet if once they ſhould become n1- 
1-89, METous, and get power intotheir hands, none would 
; perſecute more than they : So the Donatil?s [c] of 
leiden, fd,and the Germane Anabaprifis[*] in the la't age. 
1e.p- And the Armiian Remonſftrants[+] in theNetherlands 
* made hideous clamours for lib:rty of Conſcience, 
_ andthatthe States of Holland were more cruel than 
#.Y/01, *he bloudy Spaniſh Irquiſitors, yet when they be- 
. 795, . came potent, they did perſeeute the Orthodox Pro- 
02, feſlors of the Truth. And indeed the To!zration of 
tizs de All Religions and Perſwaſions, is the way to have no 
1.0r-&rve Religion at all left, That was Fulian the Apo- 
:A1.. ſtate hisdevice, in order toan extirpation of Chriſti 
' anity. Anditis a ſolemn word which Mr, Cotton. 
(the firſtand ſamops Teacher Hh this Congreganoe) 
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ſp2aketh, [4] 1 wiſh (ſaith he) that Antichriff doe not 
Creep inat the back door of Toleration, 1 doe b:lieve 


thatAntichriſt hath not at thisday a 
more probable way to advance his 
Kingdome of Darkneſs, then by a Ts- 
leration of all Religions and Perſwaſt- 
ons, Hence ſome of the chief of the 
Popiſh Dottors [e] have written 2- 
gain!t the Magiſtrates power in mat- 
ters of Religion, But remember 1 
pray you , haw God hath puniſhed this 
fin which 1 am teſtifying againit. Of 
old (asſome [ f}] have truly obſerved) 
when once the Romane EmperTours 
did indulge and tolerate Arrians, God 
was provoked to let the barbarous 


d, Mr,Cottous blow 
Tent wiſbed, y.19; 
e. Sic Becanus, Mari. 
ana,HHardling contre 
elun, Hart in pn 
dum Sic Bozzius et Rs 
ſens, quos wile citat 
apud Xecherm, 'in yo! 
f.933, 01 Paraum 
Rem, 13, 
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Gotbs looſe tobreak in upon the Em- | 
pire and deſtroy it, ſo as that the :Church fled into 
the wilderneſs, had like to have been ſwept away 
with that flood, And what miſery this fin hath more 
then once brought upon our own Land and Nation, 
Inzed tel you, lt isa very memorable naffage,which 
I tn\ related inthe life of that great learned Uſter; 
when Popiſh Idolaters were by the Civil State al- 
lowed, Well ({aid that Worthy of his time) you ſhall 


find that God will puniſh you forty years hence by + 


thole very men, whom you hare finfully indulged: 
and ſoit came to paſs; for jult forty years aſter that 
was the Irith Kebellion, This very fin which God 
calleth me to hear witneſs againſt this day, hath been 
- erfire tothe intere!t of Religion in ſome Chri- 

' 1 Nations, The Toleration of Socinianiſme hath 


';., red the ruin ofthe Churches in-Polaxd and Tras- o 


* « 284, Yet it is far from my defign in ſpeakin 
,to ſtirup Mapitir i_—_ 
3 Terſcemtien 3 iT wele better to exre by too much 
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totbat which the Scripture 


;$ A Call to the 


in.1::igence towards thoſe that hare the root of the 
matter inthe, than by too much ſeveritv, Na! a» 
tu thoſ2 that are indzed Heretical, I can for my own 
part ſay with Luther, Ad judicium ſan- 

x Sr. Simand D'Ew:s guiais tzydus ſum, Thave no a%ftion to 
s Primitive Pratice 1anguinary puniſhments in ſuch caſes. 
r prejeruing Truth, And certaigly there are other wayes 
£37. to [upprets Hereticks beſides Herett- 
cit-, witneſs what was done by great 

Con intin: for the ſuppreHon of Arriani me, Ne- 
verth2lz(s, approveil writers - who are large e- 
naugzh in th2 point of Tol:r.4tz9n, dzelare, that they, 
th> principles of whoſe Religion are diſturbant; to 
th=civil State and Con'titution of any place,mav not 
be i14alged, (and that therefore Popilh Prieſts and 
Feſunrs are not to be permitte 1)fure then they whoſe 
R-lizio1, and whoſe Profe:hon doth warm in its 
bowek, @ fatal Enginz, azain't the Kinzdome and 
Churct-s of the Lord Jefrs, ougiit not to be tolera- 
tel, Nor 15 it tolerable, for anv fort of men a- 
m3 us, to (-r up a Mount Geriztim, that if theſe, 
. ,, or thoſ-are Fu/!y ca't out of the Churches of Chriſt, 
Portt - ti-2v thall bs fufered tofjet up an Altar againit the 
eff Tocds Altargand (ir may b2) to take thoſe hands that 
272 in the Nam2 of the Lord Jefus delivered up to 

$4:3n, I fav, to take thoſe hands to adminiſter [+] 

the dr22 ful ar4-ries of the Kingdome,it is an abomi- 


Fw nition <n9ugh to make defolate, Certainly (much 
yp  hanyired in the Lord) if your hleſſed Fathers, an 
P53 Preicetlors were alive, ani in place, it would not be 


— to; Wiiibrop, 141 Dulles, Frdlicot were upgn the 
0 * Beni 14h profanzacts as this would ſoon: be ſup- 
pri ial, Ar3 ifithe ſo, that the Spiritof Rulers i 
New -Cnilanlischanzel, if you do become cold anc 
1.4; Fecent inthe things of Ggd, departing from your 
2\mcr 107%. ani z:al fur the Name, Truth, and 
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bel-d Ordinances of the Lord ſelus, I w1i'l hz bold 
to {pak to you, as once Mr, £ri2b:,4.n laid, toa grea- 
tr man then an. of ou all, if i: 1 '2 /o, vou may b2- 
14e\ e it, that Gu will charge 2 either y9, Or Your Go- 
\ern:nent ere log, 1 of Ea Itto you with great ſ0- 
lemnits of Spirit, indintie Name of him that is high- 
er then the higheit, 
4. Lavour ( I lirzmie pray you in th: Name 
of the Lord) to the utmojt of yrrer power, that the 
wors of Reforinuon mi be fronted in the Generation. 
L tha!l not need to int! here, AI Argument 
was abundant}, an-{ wortiily enlarged on [7] by him [g1Ar, 
that ſpake 1m the Name of the Londe 071 this ; occaſion —_ 
yak years 400. Since that, tie tzoly 4 =nfations u Elet 
of Gol toward: this People have heen 1 ery dreadful, Serm 
to that the lod calls tor Reformatirr, Now more 
then ever, Ifthinzs thou; Daly 1 wa; thi, and the 
Generation that is to coie tho! not io, nat ſome 
notable thing wes 02 ;th reipett to a Reforma- 
tion of provoking evils, 1 woul! be ſad indeed ; and 
” e more 1ad,in that there vave. Den F//1ys this Ways 
| ſince the late (and tors 9vay not fully ended) 
_ ir, d Committee appoints) h-- the gene eral Court 
(oO en]UTE 1: _—_ £ caiites of the gh dif; Meafure of 


God, which bat! bee: manifeſted, and fuch and ſuch 

C115, ie rarh to yo matters ct nrovocation, and . 
Laws enacted for the {fupprettion of tim, ſhall it al 
come to ju't notiun,. at Ja? * thai] vet care todally of 


with tbe Almight; in things of thisnature? The , * 
Lord may re{pite us tor av ] ite, hat t exCEP tnere be * 
1 Reformation of prior Olin; e'11:gve Fave 10 Rea- "y 
eo expect ot! trwite, 1; thit a w Pre e thing wid ; 
unio 7, &thathe viilipiunu thy cet {-ren rimes 
ar {ins, And how i: there {11:2 to le that Refor- 
on which the Lorg r1equirzt', except you that 
Loacers 01 er as Yeo op!e,uv vour utmoitfo pro- * 


a 


a9 A Call to the 
' mote it ? where do you read of any great and g5ne- 
ral Reformation brought to paſs, except the civil 
— forward it? It is true,that many times 
doth make uſe ofhis Meſſengers and Minilters to 
ſet the Wheel a going, but then Magiſtrates have 
| illen in with them, The Prophets Haggei and Za- 
chery ſet the work of Reformation upon the Wheel, 
but Zerubbabel and Sbeelticl (godly Magiſtrates) car- 
ryed on the work to Effet, Ezra.5-1,2. Lnther be- 
gan the Reformation in Germany, yet if ſome of the 
YY Princes there, had not engaged with him, the work 
had never been carryed on with ſuch ſucceſs. Calvin 
vs = (and other eminent Miniſters of God) exhorted the 
THIS People at Geneva, unto Reformation, but if the Se- 
&ZxPg nators of that place had not hearkenedto the voice 
—_ of God in thoſe Exhortations, the P-ople would have 
6s remained unreformed ſtill, Zwing!izs by his Mini- 
werBs: firy was inſtrumental towards the accompliſhing a 
= Reformation in Zurich, but then the. Magi- 
es of that place fell in with the Word of God. 
2cot izs was an happy Inftrumeut in the hand 
of Chri to reform Baſil; but if the Maziſtrates of that 
City had not ſet to their helping hand, Oecolampadice 
alone might hare lahoured in vain, The like is to 
be ſaid concerning the Reformation of Berw, (not to 
infiſt on more Inftances) where that learned Halle- 
rs was oncea preacher of the Goſpel, I know you 
cannot chang= mens hearts, yet vou may do mnch (if 
+ God helpyon) towards the efJeCting an outward Re- 
formation, which will procure outward bleſſings 
*. an1 prevent ontward Judzements anddeſolations, 
| Tire 15 prid= in the hearts of men, you cannot e- 
form thay, þ;« there i; pride in Apparel whichthe 
** Lord hath (471 he will miniſh for, you may cauſe that 
* toh*rerned There is drunkenneſs in the ſight of 
- God," Lich goth nvt fall ander your Cognizance,bat 
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Drunkennels in the fight of men, and the occaſions of 


it, do; which you may and ought toremove, Iknow 
not any evil, that hath brought more milery upon this 
generation then that bath, and ſome that have Rea- 
ſon to know it, haye told me thatthere hath beeg 
more Drunkenneſs amonglt the Indians, fince this 
war,then there was before ; undoubtedly there 15a 
fault ſomewhere, that good Laws arc ngtexecuted 
upon thoſe that ſhall tranigreſs m this kind, aud that 
the courſe propounded and enacted by the generaP 
Court, for the ſupprefling of this growing evil bath 


not been duly attended. Again, as for icandatous: 


Contentions, you may do much towardsthe healing 
of them. All the world knoweth, that therehbachy 
been an unhappy breach between two of the Church= 
es in thisgreat Town, If every one of you thatare. 
1n place,ſhall do w tat ou can, and whattl.e Lord Je- 
{us would have you do, to help in thiscaſe, we may 
Fope that wotal breach will (by the help of Chriit 
ſoon be healed, and much fin and Judgement that 1$) 
other iſe like to follow, will be prevented, | 
the Lord calls aloud about this matter ; The burning 
"—__ he hath kindled in this place, the voic?2 _ the 
ord init is, out with your ſinful fires, left 1, : 
burning for burning, f vr fo fun this Town th 
been endangered mere by hre then ever it was face 
the dayIknew it. Therefore 1 come to you in the 
Name of the Lord, and beſcech you to conſider of | 
this..atter, belt the Lord kindle another fig ih Bye * 
fou Ore t ſhall burn tothe Foundation at the 


ere long,tha 
Movntains. fant dotheracher EG = x 


becaufe the Subjet I am upon, leads me toit, 
welfare of Polterity being concerned therein, it may 
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be the ſowre grapes which the Fathers have eaten (bJA/-. 
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tice of it, that it # very dangerous for the Ebildrex of the | 
Church to be brought up in the ſoght of Diviſions amor; /# 
LJ Abre- Profeſſors. Was there not a young man that came 
to a lamentable end in this Country, [+] who prc- 
a feſfed that the Diviſtons which he obſerved among|t 
ovford odly men, had occaſioned hisrvine z Let us remem- 
* br that Scripture, In 9, I will give them one 
þeart to fear me, for the good of them, and of thcir Chil- 
dren after them. If there be a divided heart among 
Chriſtians, and theſ- Divifiens appear openly ; it is 
a wrong to their Children after them. The Lord 
help us to conſider of it, 


And now I ſhall wrn my ſpeech from you that are 
Zerubbabels amongſt this People: I doubr not but you 
conſider that 1 have ſpoken theſe things, not as a 
fiend only, but as in the Capacity of an unworthy 
Ambaſſador of the molt high God unto you this day. 
And methinks my Conſcience bears me witneſs in 
the holy Ghoſt, that an earneſt defire that the will of 
God wight be done, hath cauſed me thus.to expreſs 
way ſelf; As alſo a Cefire that you might have comfort ' 
both now and intþha: 4ay when you mult give up your 
account to the Son of God, concerning your Steward- 
ſhip; which in his Providence he hath entruſted you 
with ; and that vour names might be honourably 
ſpoken of in the next Generation, when you ſhall be 
inyonr graves, It is no honour to Jehu's name that 
3n bu qayes God began to cut 1/rael ſhort, 2 King, 10.32- 

nor to Jehoram in that it is recorde1 to Poſterity, 
= _ in budyyerthe Edomitesvecelted, 2 Chron,21.10, Nc 
 .* . will it befor your honour, if the next Generatic - 
ſhall ſay, once ſechand ſuch Worthies and Patric 
| had the managerent of affairs in Vew- Fugtoud, a: | 
« It theirdayes thinss went well, God did bleſs a 
build, and proſper the Land, but after they ye 
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Lone, the work fell into other hands, and tn thery 
dazes there was trouble upon trouble, wars, fickneſ- 
ſes, £word, Fire, deſolations inerery corner of the 
Land, for-it (tltus to be ſpoken) would not be for your 
honous, But now that it ſhould be ſaid, though the 
Lord afflicted the Land for a while, you cauſcd the 
People under your charge to turn unto the Lord, & - 
then God did own them, and bleſs them more then 
ever, this will be to your honour among|t men in this 
world, and more toyour joy when you ſhall ap 
before Jeſus Chriſt, then if Crowns of Diadems 
ſhould be ſet upon your heads. The Lord grant it 
may be ſo, 

2.Let me humbly propoſe this Exhortatior to thoſe 
that are Miniſters in the houſe of God, There are 
many ſuch before the Lord ih this great Aſſembly. 
My Fathers, and Brethren, the Generation that is 
preſent, and that which is to come, will bleſs God 
for us,if we do our utmoſt to promete their welfare; 
We are many of us eminently the C bildren of the Pro- 
bers, The Prophets do they live for ever ; and our 
Fathers where are they ? they are now in Heaven be- 
holding the glory of Jeſus, Chriit ; And the Lord Je- 
ſus who ſometimes ſaid to the Angels of the Church< 


. ES, I know your works, ſpeaketh to us {aying, the great 


affairs of my Kingdome, which once were ift the 
hands of your Fathers to manage, are now come into 
your hands, they were faithful tomy Name, and did, 
acquit themſelves as became them, now le# me 


'what you will do: Follow them as they followed. . 
Chriſt, Give mie leave to mention two or three . 
words, which if the Lord help usto remember them, . 


we {hall ſerve our Generation according to the will. 
of God, , f | 

I. Let ms 4pprous our ſelugs faithful in what concerns 
the bonſe of x4 ref 


-- 


And therefore we oughg tobe care- - 
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ful, whoare admitted tiere, Though others are a1. 

(9) concerned elicrem,) EL 1N a MOTT Pe Ciiliar 14nnct 
8þ.1t matter belongs 10 #5. Weatre in riitpect ot Voungy 1 
Othice relaticn bv.tor. theLord, Porters that hu, © the 
Charge of 1s roule;& we are lukmnly chaty. d 2 x. 
447. (it isa Scripture that concerns Miniiccts ut the 
New-1eſtament) not to bring into the LurdsSanct... 
ary, Uncircumcit.d in heart, £0 be in tie SdNCLLUTY 
to pollute it, and to cat the bread of Gull thrice, ny 
» Qed as for thote whom God lath adwitted into his 
heuſ: (in any degree) by an; hule of his, we mutt 
Tot turn them cut till the Lord do It. But that which 
T inten0,'s the admitkien of pertons into tull Co:mmu- 

rion, we know what our FatherShds © taught cone 
cerning that matter, «iz. that there wei tro bean 
holding forth Faith aud Repentance betore adm i.hon 
_ to the Lords Table, And it is well laid by bletſed 
'n An> Nr. Mitchel {i} that laxneds in that point, would be 
rl a real departure from our former Vrotcil.on; yet 
1.Pre- with there be not Teachers found in our Ifiacl, that 
Pekli. have eſpoulice looſ2,large Principles here, detigning 
6 bringall perſons to the Lords Si:pper, who haze an 
Hiſtorical Faith, and are not icandalous in lite, al- 
though th.y never hadFxperience of a work of Re- 
generation on their Souls, and live in the neglect of 
- ſecret duties, wherein the lite and power of godli- 
* neſs eſpecially ccnfifls. Now this would corrupt 
- Churches, and ruine all in a little time, The neglect 
heel. [4] of this principle of Truth, that ſuch members ot 
the Church, as are admittcd to ful Communion 
wy - eovght to be Regeneratc, converted per ſons,.the non 
% , attendance untotlat did (asa worthy Divine ofour 
* . own hath well noted) Jay the Foundation to great 
. Apoſlaſy x hick the Chiillian Church hath b=enlong 
{4bieft vnic, Again, it ve would be faithful as 

to wii conceriis the Lovſe of Gud, we mult en- 

| : | . . dravon 
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dexvour that the buil-ling thereof b> carried on 
to perteftion: As David in this Context ſpeaks 
to Solomon, Tak? beed now, for th: Lord bath choſen 
thee 19 build an houſe for a San Tuary, be ſtrong anddoe it, 
Soharh the Lord been pleaſed to chuſe us to be em- 
ployed in building his houſe, which hath not been 
carried on to the deſfred perfeCtion. Our Fathers 
did like David, He prepared Materials for the Tem- 
ple, and then left it to his Son to goe on with the 
Building : $5 did our Fathers, leave u3 Principles of 
Truth, which they did with much colt and pains, dig 
out of the rich veins of the Scripture, We have need 
therefore to be much in Praver, 2nd Hnmiliations 
before the Lord, that ſo he might voi1chſafe to ſhaw 
us the forms of the Houſe, and the faſhion thereof, 
and the goings out thereof, and the comings in 
thereof. 

2, Let usmak? Converting work our main Deſe2n, 
Shall we be content to goe to heaven alone, and not- 
{trive to carry as many of the Generation we live in, 
along with us as poſſibly we can ? Alas Apoſtacy will 
prevail,and theſe Churches cannot be kept pure long. 
except converting work goe forward, O there- 
fore let us preach for this, and pray for this, & ſtudy 
for this, that precious immortal Souls may he con- * Refe 
verted to God through Jeſus Chriſt. Ard ro this endit rur a8 A 
will be goud for us to attend perſonal intruftion of C 27cm. 
thoſe under our charge,as far time as & ftrength will [['” M 
permit ug, I rememb-r it is noted in thelives of Feſepþ. 
Cbryſoftom and Auſtin, that befdes their publick La- Tos th 
bours, they did ſometimes attend perſonal Inſtru- wb 34 
= oftheſe and thoſe of cheir he arers, When the * Bzmverg 

iniſters in Genera did agree to divide the City,loas Preface 
to call each Family to an account concerning their Ames C 
Faith + more £o0d was dons thereby then by at! their Con, * 


| Publick Teachings, And ſome {/] of latter time have c.2* 
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been blefſed with eminent 1ucceſs, as to the Conver- 
fion of Souls, ſo as that whole Towns where they 
bavelived have been wonderfully chapged, upon ta- 
king this courſe, I know that where there is but 
one Elder in a Church (as alas that is now the caſe 
of theſe Churches generally) ſo much cannot be done 
that way asis to be defired; yet if we doe as much as 
we can, the Lord Jeſus will accept of it; and it may 
be, ſucceſs will be bexong expeiation, Many an 
one that minds not a Sermon , yet when he is by a 
Meſſenger of God particularly ſpoken to, and told, 
you are yet in your fins: if you be not nzw born,bet= 
ter you had never beenborn; he falls down under 
conviction, And poflibly words that we little think 
any ſuch thing ofnow, will be {mentioned again to 
our exceeding, Joy and rejoycing in the day of Chrilt 
when we ſhall ſee and hear many Souls ſtand forth 
and bleſs the Lord Jeſus thatever they knew us, & 

_ thatever weſ; ake to them in the Name of the Lord 
doth publickly and privately; even in the day when 
of us that hath been faithfull in his Generation, 

ll ſay, Lord bere am 1, and the Children that thou b.1ft 
given me, Moreover, if we would convert Souls, 
and be bleſſings indeed to this Generation , it con- 
Cerns us to be very careful of our perſonal Converſa- 
tion, & what examples we (ct 


fee Dr, Tuckzey on Exol, 
.35. P, 429, Az4 Fuller, 
ly Statespo268 And Greene 
mm Exeb,42. þ. 334. And 
; _ in - — on 
FL; n, bow far a Mini- 
of the Goſpel may ingage 
ſelf un civil affairs, 


before others, If we doe not 
live Sermons as well as preach 
them, we are not likely to doe 
any great good. For a Minilter 
of Chriſt {m] to be a Merchant, 
and entangle himſelf with the 
affairs of this life, againſt the 
expre(s charge of the Holy: 
Gholt; or for them to be Goſ- 


p:l Lawyers, to handlgtheCode inſteagef the Bible 
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and ſtudy the Statutes of the Land,inſtead of the Sta- 
rutes of Heaven; for them to appear as Advocates, 
and plead Cauſes in civil Courts of Judicatore, it is 


Fg ib p 


82 


yery uncomely, On? of the Ancients obſerveth, Ferom. 


that Secerdos in Foro, et Mercator in Temple is not to 
be tolerated, Certainly fuch Preachersare not like- 
ly to be inſtruments of turning many to Righteouſ- 
neſs, Much more doe they hinder the Converſion 
of Souls, that ſhall call themſclres Minifters of Chriſt, 
and yet be of a ſcandalous Converſation. When the 
Prophets of JeruſAem are light Perſons, Profaneſs 
goeth forth into all the Land, I have read ſome- 
where of one that was grievouſly tempted to Athe- 
iſm on this account : For (ſaid that poor creature) I 
live under a Miniſter that will preach good Serm 


but his converſation is not according thereunto, he _ 


will be drunk ſometimes, and ſecretly vile and aſci- 
vious, and therefore how can I believe that there is 
any God or Devil , or hearen or hell, orany ſuch, 
thing ? Anevill Example inſuch an one, is « 

to make thoſe of the Generation amongtt whom. I 
liveth to become Athei!?s, % 

3. Ob! thatcur occaſional Meetings miglt be fiipro= 
«ed for the good of rkis, and after Generations. Becauſe 
of the capacity and holy Relation we ſtand in b-fora 
the Lord, it isexpected we ſhould not be like other 
men, they may meet together, and ſpend that tinie 
in diſcourſes of their own perſonal concerns; but we 


have the care and charge of Souls committed to ns, 


Yea (in our meaſure) tle care of all the Churches 
ought to be upon us: my, more, we mult be fullis 
citons for thoſe that ſhat] come after vs, Such a 


publick ſpirit well becometh our publick capacity, & - 


tiicrefore upon all occaſions to ſpeak and act 2ccor- 
dingly, Ard verily, the Lord will write down theie 


' Gi{ourfes in anta—_# ; mm and we 
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ſhall be glad to hear of them again a: ihat dzy,we mult 
every one of us, (Minilters as well as Peopic) appear 
In a greater Congregetion than this , 'and then we 
ſhall not be ſorry, that we have laid our ſelves out 
forGod & for his People;vea,the more we have done 
for Chriſt, and for the Generation wherein we lie, 
tbegreater will our glory be, when we ſhall hear 
the Lord Jeſus ſaying, Well done thou faithfull Scr- 
Fant, enter thuu into the joy of thy Lord, If the 
Lord help vs to approve our ſelves faithfull unto the 
Death, when he the chief Shepherd thall appear, he 
will give untousa Crown of Glory which fadeth not 
away. __* 


Let me in the laſt place, dire& my ſpeech and Ex- 
Hortation in the Name of the Lord, unto the people of 
this Land. There are here preſent thoſe that are 
Deputed to att in the name and ltecad of the people 

. of this Jurisdiftion. You have a great opportunity 


: por ingo your hands by the providence of God,to doe 
Ee 


rvicefor this and after Generations, viz, by endea- 
Fouring the ellabliſhment of righteous and religious 
Laws in the Common-wealth, that ſo the Lord Jeſus 
might reign there, Eſpecially, let me propound tov 


| Fou, that you would take ſome effettual courſe, that 
q Laws which are already eſtablithed,may be du- 


* 


executed; And that ſome further care nught be 
taken for the ſuppreſſing of that wickedneſs that i; 
aſually committed the night aſter the Sabbath, God 
hath lately kindled a fire in this place, and it was< 
the nigtt aſter the Sabbath, why ſhould v e wond: 


* atit ?T cannot ſpeak it withont ſome anguiſh of Sr 


Tit, there is more wickedneſs committed uſually « 


* that night then in all the week beſides, Therefo: 
*think of ſome expedient to helpin this caſe,”. L 


me a'ſo mention another thing to you;] have forme 
20 Ep 
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I! upon 2 ſolemn occaſion mentioned if to the Hoe 
noured Magi tracy, and tlictcioic now apply mcf IF 
Tt You; It i5 this, thatvo!i vo 1: recomment 1:t0 
the Churcies in this Colons a {,emn renewal of 
teir Covenant with God and on anuther, That is 
a great Scriptare ex7elicnt is Reformation. Do 
not think that this is 47.13 21v util ut it isa known 
Principis owned ail a-oned by oj} the good old , 
non-Conformi'ts, ( whole Cluldren we are) Tra res (9] Cart 
wews! of Count w the wi; to atiain Church Reformas Wrights 
$0n,Wiiich Principle was much improved dy the chief Parker, 
of the Fathers, of theſe N -w-Enylith Churches, {and Am25y8& 
therefore I the rather infiit upon it) this is the way | 
to prevent Apottaly, Thc Co.cnant was renzwed 
inthe daves of Joſhua, when as tlie Scripture teltifFe 
Eth,that in his daves the Children of lracl cantimied 
to {crve the Lord, wheretore Divines obterve, that 
Joſhuals ſpecial defigne in putting the People upon 
renewing th-ir Covenant, was that to they might he 
kept from future Apolſtaly, I do therefore inthe 
Name of the Lord, commend this matter to vou, and 
leave it with you, and God jncline yuur hearts todo 
that which ſhall be pleaſing in his fight. And if the 
Lord intend not further ſhakings and dceſulations a- 
mong(t theſe Churches, I am perſwaded that this 
motion will be bearkned unto, and complyed with. . 
Moreover, there are many others of the People of the - 
Land here, hcfore the Lord this dav, a conſiderable 
part ofthe preſent Generation is met together in this” 
-»* Aſſembly ; a few words let me {peak to vou, and 
with you,that ſo you may not forſake the Lords 
od of your Fathers. 
Let ws Izhouy to b: rightly informed rs pefling Price 
which cur Fathers owned. There are miitakes 
2 minds of ſome, who think that the Fatiiers of 
-olony, afgrined thus and ſo, albeiiy it was fat 
| . {x0 
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tram them, ſo toteach, or lo to think, T ſhall not (h2- M 
i, now incarneſt, and defirous to ſpcak with ut- (4 
mot:t lolemnity) enter upon things whick are more 111 
Controvertal amongſt us, but certain it is, that our n: 
Fathers alwaves owned and avowed this Principle of | JU 
56s Truth, that nothing ſhoul 4be admitted into the worjhipof | ©! 
Ss Gol but wht thre us Scripture warrant for,ror any thing L 
433. mnegleteimbicbrbe Lordbath inſtituted, The caiiſe of | f« 
the 1ccond Commandment was that which our Fa- E: 
thers were inzaged in the defence of, And as to J< 
aurch Adminiſtrations, tht thicgs ſhould be reduced c] 
2 the Primuttve, Apoſto!ical pattern, An excellent 
Priveiptic, albeit, that blefſed-Martyr, Mr, Laurerc? 
$.rz4ers was accuizd of Herely for aflerting it, And 
I cemember that great I-amed man and bleſſed 27ar- 
tvr Peter Kamas, profeſleth in one of his Epiſtles, that 
? Fils thedcepconſfideration of this Principle, [p] that the | 
t»1 R4- Apoftolical Age was the golden Age of the Church, 2r4 
E pit, that things ſrould be regulated according 10 what was then 
C 2r.4i- þ'4#i'ed in the Churches of Chriſt, cauſed him to br- 
"791k; come 2 Proteſtant; yea,” and for the Corgregation 
2um p, dy of Church Government, And inde<d the Cor- 
5,255, g7egational way truly ated, is that which our Fathers 
have {tedfafily owned and avowed, that isfo fay, asit 
is held forth in the platform of Diſcipline, and by 
Ar, Coitox in his Book of the Keyes;they were not fur 
Presbyterianiſme, nor yet for Browniſme, Remem- 
ber bleſſed Mr, Nortoss lait words, in this place an 

unider this Roof, 
2, Keep up the power of Diſcipline in Churches, 
» * Whzn Apoltaſy prevailed, inthe Aftatick Churches 
there was the original wound, They did not bran- 
. © deiihtheSword of Diſcipline, which is Chriſts own 
ech=ent, andappointment, for the preſervation of 
Ct:urches in purity; yea, this was a fatal negleR, | 
which by degrees proved ruinous to thoſe once fa- 
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mous ard £lorious Churches. Some learned men 
[4 hare Wil ubl-crved, that the nezz1=Ct of Dilcipline ;: 
121 the Churcies ofAfia bro: ght in corruption of man- ;; - 
nzTs, and corruption of manners was (through the .- 
jultrevenging hand of God) atten!-d with corrupti- 
on ot Ductrie, and tlicte together provok=-d the 
Lor\l, to la': thoſe Churches molt deſolate. And as 
for the Children of the Coverant ler Dilcipline be 
extended towards them, according as they are Sub - 
jects capable thereof, Did not our Fathers come hi- 
ther 10 hope that they thould lzare their Children, 
under th- Diſcipline and Government of the Lord 
F[-tas in his Church © Hath not Chriit owned the ap 
plication of tul}mn publick Admonitions,Tc.toſome 
of them rhat haie becn Children of the Church, 
(though not in full Communien) even ſo as to cone 
vert their Souls thereby ? why then ſhould diſputes 
about tie mode whoily evacuate the thing, when ſo 
much ot the welfare of Souls, and the Intereft of 
Chrilts Kinzdome 15 concerned therein 
3. Loo ton Faxitlics, Familiesare the Nurces 
rv. 5 for Church and Common-wealth, ruine Fami- 
lies, andruin2ail. Order them well and the pub- 
lick State will fare the better ; the great wound and 
mitcry of New-Eng!and is that Familes are out of 
Order, As tothe generality of houſchoklers,Famiiy Re14 2, 
Governincnt is loſt, &gone;Servan:s do not fear their 3!9ckeoe 
A\2 Yrs, Children'do not bhonoor their Parents, in ® Fan 
reſp-ct ti'e Fagliſh are Decom> like unto the [f- Iiftrud 
5, Let Chritians make conſcience of itas their 
* 7, gd rulethcir own- Foils well, and be careful . 
- * Famil; In{tru&lon be upheld ; the Judgements 
30d ſhould awaken to this In ſume Famitjes + 
Childrenhave no Father left to inſtru them, im . * 
' 27 Families Fathers have no Children left to be - 
' ructed by thein, by thele terrible Judgments . 
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they that liave Familyes, ſhould learn to Le dil:gert 

in In'truQting of them, whiltt they have an opportu- 

nity foto do; And this is the way to prevent Apo!la- 

ſ;, for ignorance is the mother (not of devotion bur) 

o! Hereſy, Vſually, they that prove Hereticks, ae 
ſuchas were nzver well grounded in the knowledye 

of Principles, never well in{trufed in Catechetical 
Fundamental DoCtrines and points of Religion, The 

] Read Wallenſes (r] preſerved and propagated the Intere!t 
» Hiffo. of Religion by diligence, m catechifing their Chil. 
thew4;- dren. When certain Feſuits were ſent among(t 
e@c, them toentice thzm from the Truth to Idolatry, 
; they returned amazed, profefiing that Children of 
ſeven years old amongſt thoſe Walden{es knew more 

19 the Scripture, and of the Mylteries of the Golpcl, 

then many of their learnedDottors did, Take heed al- 

ſa how you diſpoſe of” your Children, vou that are 
Parents look at Religion and the fear of Guil, in diſ- 

poſing of your Children, That blefſed man Mr, Do4 

(the Moſes of his time) woutd fometimes bewall it, 

that Profeffors of Religion would ſav, there i 2 portion 

& Civility,F w2 will hope for grace; but (laid he) rather 

mtke ſure of grace,and boy. for riches, there u far greater 

Reaſen for it,fince Godline's bath th? Promi'es, riches bace 

wore, It may make us dread to think what's coming, 

in tiat it is with us, as it was with the old world, the 

Sons of God are marrying with the daughters of men, 
Church members in diſpoſing of their Children look 

- more at portion then at piecy, If their Childrenare 

like to live well in the world, and thzir Familyes to 

be made richer, they look no further; a ſad ſign that 
Religion will expire, and ſuch Familyes be cutof 

from the Covenant, within a few Generations, and 

the branches thepeof periſh for ever. 
*  &. Praywith a!lmanner of prayer and ſuppliration in 
the Spirir, Pray as Sometimes the Martyr did, ood 
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wont thru forſake me, leſt I ferſike ther, Pray fur FOUY 
3-00r Children and Poſterity ,as Dai 1d Cid tor his SOR 
Solomon, 1 Clron,2Gg.1g, grue units my SOR SOIOmICA 6 
fit: keart. He did Ohh exLOT & Cl arge his SCA 
tv labour after ſuch an leart, but catneltly prayed 
to God, that fuch an heart might be given tohim, 
And truly, ifthere were more pravers poured forth 
before the Lord, for the converſion of the Kiſomg Gee 
#:74ticn, we may hope that there woulda bleticd Ef- 
felt follow. I have been tc!d that there isa Church 
in New-England, tl at hath lect caves apart only to 
ſee}. unto the Lord,for conicrting grace to be vouct.- 
ſatcd to their- children, Ot! at all other Churches 
would do as they have done, even ſcck unto the Lord 
ty Falting and Praver, for a poor, perithing, dying, 
vrncunverted Generation. 

«. La{l:, Be f:ithful in nmprovirg of yourCrvil Liber- 
nes, Bevare of two extreams, of an /ſſacharian 3pi 
rit, to couch under every Impoſer : Srentatliy 
loc vour Libertves, vour Policrity, yea, the eildren 
that are vet to be born will rueit, Beware alſo of 
4 waricn Spirit, lelt you provoke the Lord, by bitter 
bondage to make you know the worth of Liberty. 1c 
is a great pris iledge which you enjoy this day, that 
vou may chuſe Rulers from amengtt your ſelves. And 
although as to what concerns the TranſaCtions of fig 
day, it isalmoſt too late to ſpcak, yet you may bear 
for the time t9 c eme, Freemen remember the Oath of 
God that 1s vpon ycu, 1 doubt there is tementable 
£ tupoenmany, vhoin ERc.jonsare afted more by 

cejt and Fattion,then by Conſcience, You know 
t the Rule is, viz. that you ſheukd cl.uſe men tat 
juſt 2rd that fear Ged, and, that! ate Covetoufſ- 


, Chruſe men that f}all apprave tlenfſehes , 


> Fliakim) Fathers totke InÞabitants of Jeruſg- 


d:uie min of Hezekiabs Spirit, v.}; 
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fortably te all tho? that taught the g20d bnow!edge of the 
Ztord, In a word, chule thoſe that will bz zealous for 
the Intereit of Reformation, and that therefore will 
improve their power,to [upprefs tranſgretſions of the 
firit, as well as ofthe ſecon4 Table. If you will chuje 
ſuch (which mercy forbid that ever it ſhould be) un- 
der whoſe thadow thorns and bryars ſhall thrive, 
and thole weeds of pride, contention, Hereſy ſhall 
receive nouriſhment, and encouragement ; It will be 
an ominous ſign, that God will ere long, deprive vou 
of your Libertyes, until ſuch time az you know better 
how to improve them. And. now I hope I may ſavy, 
thatas tothe opportunity put into my hands, this 
day. 1 have ditcharged my Conſcience, dclivered my 
Soul, and can lay down my head with peace, Icon- 
clude with 272/es, calling Heaver, and Earth to Re- 
cord,that life and death hath been ſet before this Gee 
neration, O Generation fce the Word of the Lord, 
chuſe life, that both thou and thy Seed may live. And 
God from Hearen ſaith, O that there were ſuch an 
keart in this Gereration that they would fear me, 
that ſo” it may gowell with them, and with their 
Children for ever, Amy! 
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ECCLES. XIT.1. 
Rememb:r now thy Creator in the dayes of thy Youth. 


Olomon in this Context doth apply himfelf 
to ſpeak uno Young men,whom he doth, 
1, Dehort, 2. Exhort. 
His Dehortation is in the two laſt yerſes 61 
the former Chapter, And tis 1. Irom- 
cally propounded, v.'g, Rejoyce oþ young rn in > : 
Youth, 5c.1t is ſuch another form ot !pecch as that of [a] Ca 
theProphet unto Ahab, 1 King.22.15, Goe endproſ= wrs 
per, [a] He ſaw that Ahab was ſet upon his defign, & Eecke, 1 
therefore by way of [rony bids him goe, and ſex what g. 
would come of it, Thus Solomon here, Ifee Y. 
man (ſaith he) that thou art refolved to follow thy 
pleaſures and vanityes, whatever the event ſhall be, 
Doe ſo, and ſee what will come of it. Wherefore he 
addeth, Walk in the wayes of thy beart, and in the ſegbt 
&f thine ezes. This is expreſly forbidden elſewnere 03h 
in the Scripture (6; Acleer evidence that the wile © Sexy 
1 here ſpeaketh by way of holy derifion, & thence anne 
*ther added, K now thou that for theje things God 
' 1g theeto judgement, q, &. Though its poſlible 
.  ayeſt eſcape judgement from men, parents, 
ates, &c. vet not from the Lord, 2. This 
ation is plainly exprefled it the Verſe imme- 
preceding this Text, R:mMove ou fram thy 
The Hebrew word tranſlated forrow, ſignifi- 
er : Js Beware of inordinate paſſions which, 
_ young 


; 
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young men are uſually ſubj-& unto : Ard put amr cy 
evill from thy feſÞ, Vic, avoid finfull pleatures. 
Failions and fintull ptealures areevills which young 
men are molt in danger of being carried away by; 
therefor- he doth in 1pecial caution them againlt inj- 
quities of that nature ; withall adding this Reaſon, 
for childbeod ard jouth are Kits, Þ,e, its ſoon gone, 
Thy time (young man ? ) to en'oy finfull and footith 
Pleaſures will ſoon b- pat and gone, it abideth avt, 
therefore (<t not thy tcart upon 12ch tiings, 

2, We hate Solomons Exhortaticn unto Young, 
menin this verſe, Whercin 15 OXPT —_— L; Thea&t 
that o5pht to be done, Remember The Obtect, 
thy Creator, 1. e, God, for he end te _ is the Crca- 
tor ; ſince it requircth an infinite power to be able tv 
produce a work of Creation, Heizr,! Boreeca,) Tb;Cres 
gtors, Not that there ure more Gods or niore Crea- 
tors th<a one; But there 13 a plarality of pet tons in 
the Godhead, 1hovgh the work oi Creation þe 


* more cefpecially aſcrib-d tothe Father, as Red-mpri- 


on to th: Son, and Application to th.- Spirit, yet each: 
of the perſons inthe lacrcd and eternal Trinity, doth 
concur therein, 

3. Thetime orſcaſon, when this duty ought to be 
attended, *3exprefied, 1 iz,nc wy in the dayes of thy youth. 
not that t!1-+ thatare palt the dayes of their youth may 
forget G1V, or beexempted from this remembrance 
of him, | bu vonngmen are under ſpecial obligations 
and advainiages toremember him. 


Thet as it is the Duty of all, o more eſpecially of 
mer, 10 remember God their Cr4io9, Remembring 
Ged may not be deferred intill mo Age , but ought 
to be attend< 0 An tlc da; = ped þ | ith A 
Intt e Do&rinal prufecutionot ©1145 Troththereare 
Uirce Nirge 0 we cPGuircd Nil. Is What is m- 
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pled inthis R.membring? 2. Fuw it doth appear 
tat voung men ought to remember God ? 3, The 
Realun why they elpecially ſhonld doe fo? 
1; is required in this Remembrirg which the Text Queſt. bd 
ſrozhs of ? 
iti» a known Rulz, that in the Scripture words of 4uſy. 
S-nſ: doe imply the arfeCtions arid aCtions. ,59 here, 
itis not every kind of Remembrance of God, but 
that w hich is a%cionate and practical that is inten= 
tended, Particularly, 
I, This Remembrirg doth iat!y a Turning to the Lord, 
Pſal. 22.27, 4! the ends of the world ſrall remember, 
antTurn 19 th: Lord, Vnteigned Repentance is implye . 
ed in this Rzmembrance, Rev,2.5., K-member from 
mb-nce thou art faLen, and Repent, Ezek, 6.9. They that 
eſcape of you ſta!! Remember me among the Nativs, be, - 
Thcy ſhall R<pent and turn untothe Lord, Andit is 
a penitential Remembrance which Solomon here 
ſpeaketh of, Remember thy Creator, that is, Re- 
member to mare thy peace with him, and therefore 
to Repent vf Su, and turn ty Gol in the dayes of thy * 
Youth. 
2, This Remembrance which the Text ſpeaketh 
of, doth imyl; S-rvice and Obedience, Pſal. v9, 
5<, 1bawe remcanbred thy name, and bave &eft thy Law. 
As they that n-glect the worſhipand Service which * 
they owe to the blet{ed God, are ſaid to forget him, 
Plal.g,17, Th? wick:d ſhall be tayn:4into Hell, and «I 
tbe Nations tht forget God, That is to ſay, they that 
doe nut ſerie God, When the Children of Ifracl 
ad forſaken the wayes, and corrupted the worſhip 
f Gud, it was faid, 1r&! bub forgotten bs Aiker, 
Hoſ.?;1 4. So on the other hand, the Scrvice of God 
5 acted by that of Remembring him; Remember 
ay Creator in the dayes of thy Youth, h,e, Seek an 
ye hin batuney, As David exhorted his Son Se 
| 3 ES 
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| Jomon, whilit yet inhis Youth, 1.Chron., 23.9. Know, 
ard ſerve the Lorl with a perfect beart and a willing mind, 
Fence the Perfe:mance of all religious dutyes, ef- 
q— that great duty of Prayer, is implyed in this 
emembring which the Text ſpzaketh of, Jon.2.7, 

J Remembred the Lord ( (aith the Prophet ) and how 
was that? it followeth, my Prazer came uno thee, 
#u:0 thine boly Temple. \ve read in the Goſpel 
of Children that prayed unto the Lord, they ſaid 
Hoſama, i.e, Save now we beſeech thee, Math. 21. 
15, Thatis implyed in Remembring God the Crea- 

cor, 

'3. Itdoth alſo imply frequent thoughts and Medita- 
dons of Ged, Pſal,63.5. When I remember thee upon my 
Sed, and mzdi:zte on ibee in the night watches. Where 

| There is that Remembrance of God which the Text 
requireth, there are frequent holy Meditations on 
him day and night, As Solomon exherts, Prov.23. 
17. Be thou in the fear of the Lord all the day long. Set 
God before thine eyes; wherever thou comett think 
of him, from morning unto night, ever and anon, 
Jet there be awf..}l holy thoughts in thy heart con- 
cerning the Omnipreſence of God, And this is to 
Remember him. We come therefore tothe ſecond 
thing to be enquired into, viz. 
teſt. 2, 00 jt doth appear that Toung men 0ugbt t0 remengber 
Þ - 


wp. 1- The Lord d-ti require this, the comma.. 
ment ſaith expreſlv, Luk. 10.27, Thou ſhatt love 
Lord thy God with all thy bart, with af thy ſoul, end - 
. a/tby ftrengtb, If men are bound to ſerve God + 
- Their ſtrength, then chey mult not forget hym,v --. 
_*_  thoſeCavesarc come wherein their ſtrength 1s g 
. and they able to doe him little ſervice, Of 
required that the fir!t born and the firſt fruits ſh- v1: 
be givca $0 him, Exod. 22,23, thou ſoght yos del - + 
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#7-r the fr /f of thy ripe fruit, the firſ# born ft 2!t thou gre 
antome. This did intimate that men ought to give 
the prime of their Age, the firlt and belt of their 
{tr<ngth unto the Lord, 

2, The Truth of this Doctrine is evident, in that 
Parents are bound te teach their Children the fear 
of the Lord whillt they are young, Deut,<,5,7, The 
words which 1 command thee, thou ſhalt teach them dili.. 
gently unto thy Children, Again, It is ſaid, Train up & 
Cbild in the way be ſhould go, and when be « 014, be will 
#0 depart from iz, Prov.22,6, Tothe ſame purpoſe 
is that of the Apoſtle, Eph.6.4: Te Fatbers bring uw 
your Children in the nurture aud admonition of tbe Lord, 
And according unto this hath been the praftice of 
Saints, The Lord himſelf doth teſtify concerning 
Abraham, that he would command bis Children to hee 
the wayes of the Lord, Gen.1$.19, And Solomon doth 
acknowledge that his Father Darid was careful to in- 
ſtruct him, and put him in mind of God, whilſt he was 
yet in the dayes of his Youth, Prov.4.3»4- { was my 
Fatbers Son, be tanght me, andiſeid unto me, let thing 
beart r:t1in my words. Yea, not only his Father, but 
his Mother alſo taught him the fear ofthe Lord,Pror; 
31-12, The words of King Lemuel, the Propbeſy that 
'* "Cober taught bim, what my Son ! and what the Son 

' womb ! and what the Sonof my vows! Now to 

end were it, to teach Childr2n and young one@ 

r the Lord, if they were not bound to learn and 

cordingly. 

Young men as well as others owe ſervice untd 

, He is their Creator a5 tt» Text exprefleth, 

*.- thatone conſideration hath great weight init, 
+: force duty and ohedience, For certainly, alt 
..1- erviceunto him, from whom they have receive 
-+ - eir Beings, Pſal.95.6, O com? let ws worſtipand 
*. . wn bt uw hykel _ the Lord our Maker, He 
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hath made all for Limſclf : from him and for him are 
all rhings. he as Creator hath given unto men rea- 
forable Souls, in reſp-ct whereof, they are capable 
of knowing and lerving the Lord :; and he is able to 
deſtroy them : He that made them can deltroy them: 
as It i5 ſaid concerning that creature, He that mals 
bim, can cauje bis jword to zpproach umobim, Job 40.15 
Tl.e:efore it concerns mento fear their Creator, 
But toproceed to the thi:.1 Particular, namely, 

Weſt. . Why Toung men eſpecially ought to remember their Cre- 

ator 


folw For theſe among t other Reaſons, 

real. Becauſe youth is the fitreſt ſeaſon to remember 
C/:%. Godin, wherefore it is added in the Context, before 
ebe evil dayes come, when thou ſhalt ſay I bave no pleaſure 
#n thk:m,Oldage isaneviltime : and therefore (faith 
the wiſe man) thou mutt Remember and ſerie God 
Ir, thy good dayes, if thou wouldeſt have him to re- 
me.nb-r and accept of thee in thy evil dayes : if thon 
n=glecte!t God in the ſpring of thy years, what rea- 
Jon is Fucre to think that he will regard thee when 
winter Azc is come upon thee ? Moreover, it is not 
ealy to Turn unto tir Lord in old age: A young 
Plaiit is more ealils plucked up then an old tree; ſo 
are young men wth 1.f4 difhculty rranſplanted, and 
plucked upout of the Sort of nature, then they that 
are grown old inthe waves of fin. Old Ditcaſcs are 
hardly cured : fo when men by a long continzance in 
a cout!z of fin, huge conmatted almolt incurable ha- 
bit; of 1:1 , how hard a work will it be to convert 
tliem ? Were it not that all things with God are poſſi- 
ble, it col notb-. Whicrefore the Scripture ſaith, 
£an the  FEibiopiun chang? bus Shins Or the Leopard bis 
"(pots "Ger may y0u dijo doc 09d, that are accuftomed to 
doegril: Jer.13.23, Vihen Satan hath heldpoſſeſſ 
on a long, tine, it is not an gaſy work £9 _— 8 
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Rifing Generation. 

diſpoſſes him. We read of onc in the Goſpel that lia 
a molt terrible diſpoſſeſÞon, Mark 9.25426, Feſis re” 
buked the foul ſpirit, ſazing, I charge thee come out of Eing 
ardenter no more into him: an the jpiris cried, and reat 
him ſore, and came out of bm, and be was as one dead, in- 
femuch that many ſaid, be is dead, How ditFcult and 
how painfull was this Diſpoſtefſion ? Why 2 v.21. It 
15 noted that the Father ot that young man being <n- 
quired of, how long he had been in that conditions 
he ſaid, of acbild, Truly, they that ſp-nd their 
childhood in the Seri ice of Satan, ifever they be 
converted, are wont to have dreadfall Con: erftons 
at laſt, Therefore Y oung, men ſhowvil turn to Gud 
betimes, that fo they may elcepe t! oi bitter pan%s, 
w hich otherwitc they mult expeCt.to undergue it &- 
ver goud come of them. 

From the good and henefht which doth folLaw up* 
o7 Remembring and Turning, to Ged betimes : as it 
iS laid, Lam, 2,27, /t « good for a man 10 bear the 1042 
iris Touth : ſoit is gou for a manto turn teGod, 
and to put his neck under his yoke in his Youth. It 
was the Saying of one, that if it were lawfall for hia 
0 ery the bagpine(s of any, he would envy the bappin:ſs 
of thoje that turn to God betimes, becaule they are freed 
trom a world of fin and ſorrow, which otherwiſe 
tl cy v. culd become ſubject unto, And this is the way 
to bxcome emin=-nt fur God, There is a wretched 
P:0: erb in the world, viz. That 2y0:ung 


S.1hni will prove an oh Devill. I rememe c, /nyictite Fuves. 
b*7 1c] Fr mu faith, the Devill was dnge'tcot Fuvens je 
te Amor of that Proierh: For nos bus {atart at it hawws 
thing can be more contrary ro fhe  v. Heillteldii {bs 


Scripture, The mott eminent Saints 1479, f.395. 
that we read LC tlieie, were fuch as : 


A bh 


. Aid Refnember God in the dayys of thir Youth. As 
_ uow, Juleph proved an eminent good man : lice 
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15 reaſon to think that all Tacobs Children 'were good 
men before they dyed, but none of them to be com- 
pared with Joſeph : and though he were the young- 
eſt but one, yet 1t ſeemeth evident that he was con- 
yerted before any of his Brethren who were older 
then he, Job was an eminent Saint, nota man up- 
on the face of the who!eearth ſo good as he; and Job 
was one that made Conſcience of his wayes even 
f:om his Youth. Job 31,18, David was a man that at- 
tained a great meaſure of Grace before he dyed, and 
he was godly even from his Childhood, Therefore 
doth he ſpeak as in Pſal.7 1,5. Thou art mybope O Lord 
God, thou 2rt my truſt from my youth, & again,v,17, 0 
God thou baft raugbt me from my Touth © kitherto have 1 
declared thy wondrous works, So that David had Faith 
fn Chriſt, and was favingly taught of God even from 
his Youth, ObaJiah was an eminent Servant of 
God, and he could ſay, / fear the Lord from m; Tout. 
T.Kinzg.18.22, Joſiah was eminent for God, and of 
him we. read, that wbile be was yoreng be began 10 ſect 
efter the Lord God of David bis ee. He was truely 
converted when he was but ſixteen years o1d.2.Chr, 
4-3. Timothy was an eminentHMiniſter,&(as Eccle- 
{tical Story reports) at laſthe dyed a Martyr -© 
'JeſusChrift; now he was ſavingly acquainted w 
boly Scriptures { apo brepbous } from 4 lin}? cb 
2,Tim.2.154, Thus we ſce how God hath owned : 
blefſed thoſe that have Remembred their Creato' 
the daves of their Youtb.And for that Reaſon Yoi 
inen ſhould Remember God, 
. Young men are ſubje& to the ſtroke of Deat -- 
well as others, Job.21,23, One dycth in bis 2 19+. 
The young man of Naim whom Chriſt reſtore 
life; notwithſtanding his Youth, was ubjeRt to © 
flcoke of Death, Luk.7.14. And Jairus his dav-. 
cer was bat about twelve years of Age, when ſhe 1+ 
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and yet he fell down from an upper Chamber, and 
was taken up dead, ACt,290.9, were not Jobs Chil. 
dren young men? and yet they dycd ſuddenly. Was 
not Abſalom a young man, and his brother Adoni- 
jah a young man when death ſurprized them ? Did 
rot Ely's Sons dye in the flower of their Ag 7 1 $am. 
2.3}. Now if young men Remember their Creator 
{o as to repent of fin, and make ſure of an Intereſt in 
Chriſt before death cometh, then happy ſhall they 
be. As Jeroboams good Son, though he were a child 
he dyed ; 1 King.14.17, but inaſmuch as in him there 
was found ſome good thing toward the Lord God of 
Iſrael, death did him no hurt, only he was takena- 
way from the evil to come, that hiseyes mightnot 
behold the miſerable ruine, that was coming upox 
his Fathers Family, But if death finda young man in 
his fins, in an unconverted, Chriftleſs eſtate, woe to 
him that ever he was born ? His naked Soul muſt ap» 
pear before God his Creator, and receive a Sentence 
of eternal Damnation, * | 
I proceed thereforE to apply this Truth, by way of USE. 
Exbortation. O let young men thy day be exborted in the 
Name aud fear of God, 10 follow the counſel of the wiſe 
man, even 10 Remember t betr Treator in the dayes of th:iv 
Touthb, All you young men that are here before the 
Lord, (and there are many ſuch im this Aﬀembly} 
hear me this day, that ſo God may hear you another * 
day, now turn to the Lord, wow repent of fin, vow 
make fure of an Interelt in Jeſus Chritt, Ard there- 
fore lay to heart ſome motives and perſwafes. IP 
Conſoler, what ſpecial Reaſon they that ave of the young» My 
er Rifong Generation in New -England baye ro Remember , 
#beir Creator. Now there is cauſe for it rfiore then 
ever, in that there are ſo few that do ſo. Muititudes 
of young men are riſcn up ;nthis Land, who have 
been forgetting Guy alltheir dayes ; uato whom the- * 
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Lord may lay as Jer,22.,21, Th hab b:en thy man- 
wer from thy 1outh, that thou obeyeſt not my voice, Ar as 
It was ſaid, concerning them of old, th: Chi.dron of 1ſ- 
748], and the Children of Judah have Only lon: evil bjore 
me from their Toutb, Jer, 32.30, Itis true, that ticre 
are ſpme young oncs that are Remembring, & tu.n + | 
Ing tothe Lord, which ought to b2 acknowledy,. d ro 
the praiſe of his glorious grace, yet it muſt be ſaid 
With lamentation, that the gencralityof the Yout!: in 
this: Land, walk in wayes of looſneſs, profancacls, 
poet rjakings gaming, or ina carelels negle& of 
,aud of their own Sui.ls, Hence the Lord duth not 
{cemto.take pleaſure ia many of the Youth of this 
Country. .Oit is a {ad word that is ſpokengllai.g,17 
The Lord ſtall bave 20 joy in their young men, How ma- 
- Ay young men even in New-Englaxd, that bave been 
cut of either by Sword or ſickneſs within theſe ty o 
Fears ? now {hall the Loid baie cauſe to complain as | 
he dathvby the Prophet, (Amos 4,10. z0ur young ven 
Eve ] flain with the Sword, jet bave you not returned uns | 
(*; © +> 86 e, Moreover, young men in this Country en;oy 
.me2ns of 'grace plentifully diſpenſed, Ged is caliing 
.&gm Heaven to them, and ſtriving with them, in the 
Bayes of cheir youth, and therefore if they forg-t him, 
they will b: left molt inexcuſable before his Judge- 
ment” Seat, Yea, and many are the Children of god 
the 1y. Parents, and in that reſpect under peculicr en- 
+ Scr- £agement to ſeek and ſerve the Lord, who 15119t c 
4,n Iy their Creator, but the God of theic Fatl'ers. Th 
br9z. God notonly by right of Creation, but in rcſp-t 
. + his bolyCovenant, "2," IN 
T 2. Conſider, How pleaſing it will be to the Lore 
- you ds Fndeed Kemember han in the dayes of your 70: - 
"[er.2.2, 1 remember 1he kindne/s of thy Tow, * 
* Leard put now, how the Lord is pleaſed with f 
fruits, Win Abel brought of ihe firftiings of big F 
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tþ2 Lord bat reſpect iro Accl ail; offertn2, Gn,1 & $o 
wc Tead alio, row the LO Cott thy Almond Ticcs 


Numb. 17, 5, how Cat's the 
firit Tree rhar blotoms, Tic 
truit of it is ripe in thc Spring ; 
[4] yea, (as writers athrn) 1n 
the nrit mon-th of the Fear, 
So when young men ihall bring 
forth the fruit of Rep. ntanc-, 
Faith, and holineſs, that pl-a- 
ſ-th the Lord, He hath a [p.- 
Cial dclightin voung men ho 
truly fear and ſerve. him, Hof. 
11.1. When Iſrael mas a Chill 
th:n I lcucl kim; One of tie 
Anti: nts obf. r<tÞh. tat Chit 


[J] The FEelrew word for 
A.mard Tree u Sh:ked, wh 
cymcth from a Verb ſegnij)in. 
nidhe baſt, Fer.\ il, leg 
thi 7rce above al, vibers y 
&c1b baſte to bear fruit. Flo 
omnium prima Amvg, 
Menſe Januario N2rtio v 
pomum maturat- Bock ay 
I:in. Nat, Hiſt. I. 16,c, 
Druſ, Ati'cell Cettt- 1,c. 
R. Kimcli in were $11 


loved }is younge!t Dilciple belt, Foi n was tf.e be- 
lored Ditciple » ang he 15 reported to by y OLUNger 
at his firlt calling, then an. of the Diſciples ofthe 
Lord Jeſs. And we tndin tre Scriptur- how the 
Lord blufd little Clildr.n when they came to himg 
or were brought to him, Mar. 1c, 13, 114,16. They 
brougkt your C hi ren 19 bim, and nh Jeſrs ſawit, bs 
ſaid, ſu fier intle Childrents come ine, an !forbilihews 
not----td He took them up in his Arms.and blefed themes 
You yorng ones hcarken,v ould 10! not have the SoRt 
of Ged to ble{s1 ou, O con © to 1.km,now inthe Cayes 


”,. / Your!, ar hevwilikie 


\ blefs you, for his 


re opento Ceeeiye yo, And iuch ar- the ſpe= 
* JjeGts of a gracious promiſe, Prov, iy, They 
 emeariy frat fnime, Wfyouni beperſua's 
a *, fecktiv Lond wilt it iSzet earfpdayes with... 
2briſt hath promil<d, that you itFaiftgd him, . 
erlaſting Lite anc happineſs by him, ww 
Cm ider ib: danger Of n-gic "1:2 God Pagbs 4:rcs 
* th, I ma\ be i aAv1lll com Uhire thy litepyeg,ne 
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life of thy Soul for ever, Who knoweth but that the 
Time of Youth is the only timg which the Lord will 
allow you to repent, and make your peace with God 
in, through Jeſus Chriſt ? If theſe golden dayes be 
loft, probably thou wilt be undone for ever, I muſt 
needs tell you, that for the molt part it is ſo, that men 
are Cither converted in youth or not at all, We read 
but of one that was called at the eleventh hour. Ifa 
Tree do not bloſſome in the Spring, it is commonly 


. dead all the year after, $0 they that are not con- 


yerted in the Spring of their Age,are rarely convert- 
ed at all, Now and then one is converted in old 
Age, bat fuch Examples are exceeding rare, Eſpecial- 
ty, it is true with reſpe&t unto thoſe that have inthe 
dayes of their youth lived under the means of grace, 
heard many Sermons, experienced frequent ſtrivings 
ofthe Spirit of God with their hearts, ifthey remain 
unconverted until the dayes of their Youth are palt 
and gone, the Lord uſually giveth them vp to Judi- 
cial hardneſs of heart, that they ſhall never be cone 
verted, never ſaved. Young men think ſadly of itin 
the fear of God, 
&. Conſiler, what Examples have been ſer before you, 
- ho, Converſions, Have you not read or heard of 
that have turn2d to God in the dayes of their 
Youth ? nay, .that in their Childhood, the fear of 
God hath been planted in their hearts, that they have 
no ſooner h-2an to have the uſe of Reaſon, but one 
might :£c :: Fant and eFetts of grace in their ſouls. 


ew4J)f T'ic re ws 1 22] Book which many of you have 's your 
# jr \.1;, th:-£vethan account of thirteen Children, 


dren, 


-),- £12 0:nem not above fourteen years old,ſome 
CO. .. en years old, ſome not ſo much, that 
roorth,o* ., i was evident that the fear of God and 
mr:n-3 19.2 to Jeſus Chriſt was wrought in their 


” 
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Chil that dyed not long fince in this Country, who 
for ſcveral years before his death,had his heart chang- 
ed and was made anew Crezture, O how may this 
ſhane many young ones that are here before the 
Lord this day, who yetare older then that Child was, 
it may be fifteen years oid, nay, perhaps twenty 
years 01d; and for all that, in a natural, Chriſtleſs 
Eitate to this day. Lamentable is thy condition,that 
halt lived ſo long under means of grace, and yet Coſte 
tinueſt an unconverted Creature, God be merci» 
ful to thee, and help thee tothiak of it, 

5. Conſoler you have a great work 10 doe before you gd 
out of rb world, but 4 1ittle time to doe tt in As young 
as you are, you bave much fin to repent of, and to 
obtain the pardon of, Original fin thou art guilty 
of, and that mult be mortified, And who can declare 
how many actual fins thou haſt committed in wor 
thonghts, and deeds, that have been evil? and 
thoſe to repent of, and endeavour that they may bs 
mortified : and but little time to he attending works 
of this nature : for what is your life ? It is but a vapo# 
that appeareth for a little while, and then vaniſheth 
away, Jam, 4. 14. If a man hare a long journey to 

ina winters day, he had need ſet out betimes, 
1 haſt a long journey to goe : Is it not a long 
1ey from earth to heaven ? and but a winters 
odiſpatch this journey, When once thefſiort 
of thy life is expired, then it will be too late. 
re :5 NO Work in the Grave whether thouart. go» 


() then up betimes, be going, be. doing, &' Ithe 


dbe with thee. 
By way of DireCtion, EE 
» Beware 5f tho ſins eſpecially which they that ore 


- 


beir Cbildbood and Touth are moſt ſub;:A unt1, and apt 
e carrizd awty from God by, 3.Tim.2,22. Flee yourb- 


Infts, he. thule fins which Yooth ib molily expo- 


py 
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ſed unto, It is infinite mercy to be kept pure from 
the corruptions of Youth, If ever you ſhould find 
grace to repent of the fins of Yauth, and io to obtain 


'the pardon of them, yet they will be bitrernets and 


ſhame to you all your dayes, Thoſe vanitycs of 
Youth, which now thou art ſo fooliſh as todcilglit in, 
x may be they will be a trouble to thee forty years 
hence, ſhould'it thou live fo long, Doth not Job 
complain ſaying, Thou makef me to prf/s the iniqui- 
theo of my zouth, Job,12,26. And did not holy Das id 
Pray, as un Pfal.25.7, R:membey rot the ſins of my youth, 
Agid doth not 'converted Ephraim make an humble 
confeſſion concerning the ſins of Youth, Jer. 31, 19. 
# was aſhamed, yea even conſounde {becauſe 1did bear the 
-peproach of my Touth. So it is,that the remembrance of 
the ſms & vanityes of Youth, are matter of cepro:ch 
& ſhamea long time after : yea the very thought 
pf them doth fill the ſoul that is truly converted, with 


an holy confuſion of face. Beware then of the ſins of 


' To infance in ſome particulars, Pride is 
a fin that young ones are very much under the power 


, of: h e ſee that young people are (trangly ads 


ditcd to vanity in Apparel : Proud faſhions they 
wuſt and will follow, rhere's no perſwading them to 
the contrary : but beware of that fin, So tor ſtub- 
borneſs and diſobedience to Superiours, it is an evill 
that Youth is very ſubject unto, You that are Ser- 
«rants, young, men and maids that are here before the 
Lord; have not you been guilty of ftubborn, diſobe= 
fent carriage tawards your Maſters? thoogh Guo 


- Hfiisordtelsrou that you ought to be obedient to 
'ti:emn with fear ar.d trembling, Fph.6.5, And you 
thatare Children, have not vyu difobeyed your .Pa- 
-  YOts'? Thon batt been diſobedient to thy Father 

ſometimes, but eſpecially rothy Mother, Thy hear: 


may ake tothink what is like to come og thee "tho 
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repent not ſpzedily, Did you ever knew any dje 
upun the Gallows, but they confeſſ-d they had be.n 
guilty of this ſin, and thereby provoked tae Lord ta 
Icaie them unto £lhulc tliings which have brought 
them to untimely, uniz2ppy ends ? And this is but 
according to what th- Scripture ſpzakxeth, Prov,3o. 
I7. Theeye that mocketh at bis Father, and deſpiſeth ts 
ebey bis Mother, the Ravens of the J'21/:y ſhall pick it outs 
and the young Eagles jvall eat tr, Intimating that ſuch 
Children are like to come unto miſerable and ſhame- 
ful deaths at laſt, Again, lying is a fin, which Child- 
hood and Yout!: is for the molt part dzeply guilty of, 
Pſal.5$.3. They go aſtray as ſoon 15 they be born ſp:ahing 
Ijzes, How natural is it for Children to commit a 
fault, and then to excuſe it b; telling a Lye? Art thou 
a lving Child ? then the Devil is thy Father, and ex- 
cept thou repent of this fin, and beware of it for the 
fime to come, when 0:8 thy Soul 1s aut of thy bo- 
dv,it mutt be ca't 11to that Lake which burneth with 
fire and brim:ton? which is the ſecond Dzath, Joh,$. 

4. Rev,21.5, Sofor breaches of the ſcrenth Come 
mandment, thev are TourEful Lufts, Wherefore 

Solomon ſaith, ti2t lic looketl our at the window of 
his houſe, and dilcerned among't tie Youths a young 

man void of underitanding, and he was going toan 

whore houſe like a3 O« to thz ſlaughter, or a fool ta 

the correction of the Stocks, not knowing that it is 

for his life, nor conſ:dering that her houſe ts the way» 
*0 Hell, going down to the chambers of Death, Prov. 

+47, Young men whole ratures are notchanged 


7 the regenerating grace of the Spirit of God, dd ' 


Aualtly live in ſome unclean luſt or other, Either 
.-ornication, or ſclt-polluticn, or in ſecret w? 
ranks of darkneſs, You young men whoſe 
icietices accuſe you of guils before the Lord iare. « 
XX thefe eyils, I charge you in the Name of * 


8 


Thomas 


evege 
bo was 


wed 
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that yon humble your ſelves deeply in £66 fight for 


pat tranſgreſſions, and fin no more, as ever vou de- 

to eſcape eternal Damnation, Though theſe 
eEurſcd Luſts may be as dear to you aslife and limbs, 
yet better to pluck out thy righteye, to cut off thy 

-Tight hand, then that thy whole body ſhould be cat 
into Hell fire, where the worm dieth not, and 
where the fire never ſhall be quenched, 

Again, Sabbath breaking is a fin which Youn 
ones are often found guilty of before_the Lord, 
There was a young man [g] (whom many of you 
have heard of) that came to an untimely end, and 
that fin of Sabbath breaking made way to his ruine : 
wh-n he ſhould have been hearing the word on the 


Rarliff Lords day , he would rather go to wicked houſes; 


#ol,28, 
668, 


that at laſt; God was ſo provoked with him , as to 
leave him to commit a Capital ſin upon the Sabbath 
Cay, for which he was brought to deſerved executi- 
on, And when in Priſon, be taid to ſome that came 
to vifit him, O Wretcb ih1; 1 was ! I ſtudied bow 1 
_ ſpznd the Dorf diy in the Drvills work © that time 
zrbich 1 ſkguld bave ſerved Gol in, 1 did moſt for Sataw 
wir, v (Rid he) 1eil young menfrom me, that the break- 
ivg of the Sabbub is 1.113:g:10us and coſtly ſin, And 
therefore yourg men b{ware of that fin, Remem . 
the Sabbath to keep ic holy, or you will never 
emiter your.Creatoz as \ vi ought to doe, 

Once more : Sintull Company keeping 1s an - 
thatyonng men are apt to be drawn away from --«* 
theis Creator 1; , Van: an hopetull young man, ** 
hata been wve!! inttructed, that hath had gre?. ' 
ridtions unon his tyirit, and friends that wiſhed .. 
hip w2!ll, ky < heen comrorted in him; yet hath 

- terwardsfalten in with had Company, and that - 
proigd the eternal ruins of his Soul, I have kng 
young men that upon ſick-beds, and death- 
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made lamentable cryes, 0 my /enfull Company heeping 
Bith undone me ever . Therefore let young men 
remember wha Scripture ſpeaketh to them, My 
Son if ſinners intice thee conſent thou not. Walk not thou in 
wy of them, refrain thy foot he their patb, Prov.1.10 
I;, Again, He that walketh with the wiſe ſrall be wiſez 
but « Companion of Fools ſhall be deffroged, Prov.13-20 
Young man, wouldeſt thon not be deſtroyed ? them 
de nota Companion of Fools, Remember alſo what 
Darid ſaith, and follow his example , Pſal.26.4,5»9- 
I brve not ſate with vain perſons, 1 bave bated the Con- 
greg4tion of evill doers, and will m_ with the wicked, 
Gather not my Soul with Simners. hen thou dyeſft, 
thou would'ſt not have thy ſou! to be gathered ts 
the place where ſinners muſt be for ever:then ſit;net 
with them, hold not familiarity with them now : For 
they that are thy Companions and Familiars here. 
are like to be ſo to — hs ache tu 
2 #Hearkcnto cood Inſiruciion. In the Scrip 
tures God mſclf inftrucis you. And therefore let 
young ones be diligent in reading the Scriptuee, 
that is the way to become like unto Timothy, to 
whom it was ſaid, from a Child thou haſt known the 
holy Scriptures which are able to make thee wife ug-. 
ro Salvation, through the Faith that is in Chriſt 
ſus, 2 Tim.3.15, And when David had ofenndeg 
*-=- Qunsſtion, wherewith4l fra! « young max cle uſe bis 
e Anſwer given 13, & 11h ing bed thereto a8- 
thy ord, Plal.11$ 9. For the moſbpart it s 
the wayes of young men need much 


* wnth-is commonly the unclean part of a mans. 


: thoſe young men that will make tonſeiendgs 
+ * Their wayes and walkiigs accarding to 
f God, ſhall thereby be cleanſeq. Art, the. 
reached, and puhi- giſpenteg, is a means ' 
:>4 by the Lord iakLuction of yolng 
one's 


he 


y 
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F ones, that they may Jearn the fear of God, Dent, 31 Þ 
1231 3, Gather the 7.ojic together, wifily and mom:n, an { 
Chi.dren, that they way Lear, and that they miay (earn, ard 

ear the L#rd jour God, ard tht ihrir Children which 
Pave nat hnown 41 thirg may ler 280 fer tbe Lord, An 
therefore mind (criouſly what the Minifters of Gol 
Ipeak . itt his Name, Mind it young men, I-ft you 
mourn at laſt, and ſay, How have I hatedTn'truction, 
and have not ob=yed the voice of my T- achers, nur 
, Tnclined mine Ear to them that in'irufted me ! yea, 
and, hearken tothe good In!triciions which you re- 
Ceive from thoſe whom God hath {ct over you, Have 
4 you not Matlers, Fathcrs, Mothers, that admonith 
» © Fou andgire you goud count. 1 from day to day ! de- 
- Tpiſethemnot, Doth not the Scripture ſay to you, 
bear ye Children the Inftrutim of 2 Father, Prov 4.1 
And again, My Son bear the 1:/traTion of thy Father, 
and forſat: not the Law of th; Myuth.r, Chap, 1.1ts., 
Fferval wee is Ike to be the portion of thule Chile. 
ren that regard not what Fa:tl;cr and Mother ſay to 
them, Remembcr Eli his $215 ; they wrre proud 
- and heade{trong ; their Yathec repro ad them, and 
exhort=d chem to amont thy wane, it is laid, Not 
nithſtin ''ng they beat: moi ' 3 16 woace of ibeir F ather 


becan': theLord woult tt: tf 1 Sam, 2,25, Artthou 
the yowg.man that if i urken to the voice of 


vy Erber when | 4 the tout Count) Th: 
15 2 fign that ib: Lord wil! {/: the s a fad fign that 
thou art appoint. d i iviic {cole deſtruction at 
the lat, 
.'s 7. Romemo ty; il mag hich it dal: tho t 6N, 
May Care you 10 Noni 7 ore C e107 In the : 1 x of 
goee. Tourb, ep, hin 1, of Oh precionfnefs of 
Tin: that 10 YOu nta' "ry tho time ol YOUr {ojourns 
*.ing, here in tar. You £114 men,are exceeding 
Apt tomiſpent precivus Luui>ynay dayes in fn an 4 
\ EI vant”. 
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ly 
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vanity, but it is becauſe you do not conſider how 
precivus time is, Are not ome that were once Four 
companions in fin, dead, and (as there is cauſe to 
f-ar) dropped down into Hell ? They would give 
Worlds (were itinthcir power) to enjoy that preci- 
ous time,that is loſt & can never be regained, Shortly 
your time to remember your Creator in, vill be palt 
and gon? forever, Remember allo the worth of your 
own fou ls, v hat ſhall a man give inExchange for his 
Soul ? If he ſhould gain the whole world, &loofe his 
ownSoul,v hat is ie protited?young men & children, 
do yuu think of this ! As young as you are, you have 
ammortal Souls that muſt be either ſaved or damned, 
that when once you are dead, your Souls muſtga 

tobeeithcr in Heaven or Hell to all Et:rnity. And 

remember Death, which may be on you, ere youde 

aware of it, Thou kaoweſt not but that this night 


phy Soul may be taken from thee, tt hath been try- (k] 4 


ly ſaid, [b] An 01d man bath death before bis face, bus & gy. 
young man bh leah bekind bis backs that may over- 
fake him tetore he thinks of any fuch thing. Chil 
dren may dye as well as otters,Rev.2,23-f nil (ey 
Ctillrex wich Death. l rememy:r I have ſo 

read, of a ſerious golly chil.l, that would not ſpe 
vain words like other Children, but was carefubtfo 
2mprove his time well, and Ling asked the Reaſon 
Gt his ſeriouſneſs,O (ſaith he} [ remember that Lmuſt 
dye, When tome replyed to him, you are young, 
and may live many a fair day, what ſhould you think 
of Death for ? ny (ſaid he) was in the burzing place, & 
#67: ] jaw 287 ave, (bit 146 [Grier then 1 2m, So Chil- 
frer,, look into the burying ploce, aud there you will 

graves tht are ſhorter tizen vouare ; there you 

wit! ſee that thoſe that have ceenas young as YOu 
gre, an younger too, hae dyedand becn put into 
their gravzs, and theretore it may be {u with you. 
| . _ 
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O then Remember your Creator in the dayes of 0':; 
Youth, And remember the day of Judg-ment, As 
Solomon in this Context ſaith, Know 0 zounz mr, 
#hat God w!ll bring thee to Fudgement, Young men 
are apt to put th- thoughts of death and Judgement 
far away,and therefore they remember not th-irCre-- 
ator. Think with thy (elf, I muſt ſtand before Jeſus 
Chriſt thz Son of God at the great day ; and wiat 
ſhall 1 then ſay to him ? and what will the Lord in that 
day fay unto me ? will h= ſay, come tlio bleſſed 2 or 
will he not ſay to me, depart thou curſed, 

44 Look unto Feſus Chriſt, O betake your (cles 
to him, He calls from Heaven unto you young men 
gnd children, that are here b-fore the Lord thisda;, 
goe to him by Prayer, and to God by him. Sorne of 
you, when you are asked that Queſtion, do zou pray, 

Anſwer, I cannot pray, You woulddo it, you lay, 
Þut you know not how to pray. Why, get into 2 
Fecret plac, and there lift up thine Eyes and heart to 
the Locd Jeſus, and ifthou can'it ſay nothing elſe, 
yet ſay, 0 thou Son of God h1ve mercy onm? © O conyert 
one, and [ave my poor Soul! who knoweth but the Lord 
From on high, may look upon thee,fince th? Lord ſe- 
Fits himſelthath ſaid,7þcy that jeck mz early ſhall find me; 
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